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It is time to change the guard: The develop-

ment of the new DTX Pads makes waves in 

Yamaha‘s line of electronic drums. Based on 

the tone generator DTX900 two different sets 

are introduced. 

The DTX900K is the smaller of the two new E-Drum 

Kits with the new DTX Pads: There are three 10“ Tom 

Pads and one 12“ Kick Pad. It includes one 15“ Ride 

Pad and two 13“ Crash Pads, each of them features 

three zones for bell, ride, and crash sounds and can 

be choked as well. The 13“ HiHat controller is 

mounted on a HiHat stand of Yamaha‘s 700 hard-

ware series. The 12“ Snare Pad features outstanding 

playability while being astonishingly quiet. Its 

floating construction reduces vibration and unwan-

ted triggering. The RS130 aluminium rack is very 

transportable and securely locks the attached Pads in 

their position.

The DTX950K is the larger E-Drum Kit with the 

new DTX Pads: There are two 10“ Tom Pads, two 

Yamaha E-Drums DTX900K and DTX950K

12“ Tom Pads and one 12“ Kick Pad. As Cymbal Pads 

there are one 15“ Ride Pad and two 13“ Crash Pads 

with three zones and choke included. The 13“ HiHat 

controller is the same as in the DTX900K and it‘s 

mounted on the same 700 hardware series stand. 

Furthermore the 12“ Snare Pad is the same as in the 

DTX900K. The Pads are mounted on a four-legged 

Hexrack taken from Yamaha‘s acoustic drum series. 

The Hexrack not only guarantees absolute stability but 

a classy look, too.

DTX950K

DTX900K



3

M O T I F  N E W S  G U I D E

M a y  2 0 1 0

DTX Guide – Part 1: Basics 

With this edition we are starting a compre-

hensive Quick Guide for the instruments of 

Yamaha‘s DTX series, thus for the electro-

nic drum kits DTXTREME III, DTX900K, and 

DTX950K.

We will discuss topics like sound editing, Drum Kits, 

Drum Voices, and sampling.

Though this Quick Guide is not meant to replace the 

manual we will start with a short introduction of the 

basic terms and functions which are essential for the 

creation of your own Drum Kits. Subsequently we will 

show you on many concrete examples how to build an 

individual, assertive sound.

What are E-Drums anyway?

In the second half of the 1970ies the sound of elec-

tronic drums appeared in popular music. They had 

their own special „boing“ sound and were mostly used 

in genres like techno-pop. Back then they were also 

known as „SynthDrums“, for they were rubber pads 

connected to synthesizers and played with normal 

drum sticks. This main concept of E-Drums remai-

ned the same up until now, and they still can produce 

synthesizer sounds. Thanks to the fast development 

of tone generation systems electronic drums earned a 

good reputation as versatile instruments not only for 

complementing acoustic drum kits but for emulating 

acoustic drums in a more and more realistic way. 

They are perfect for practising purposes and for the 

casual „living room“ drummers – simply connect your 

headphones and do not worry about the sound or the 

neighbours. 

Furthermore they are very handy for music produc-

tions and recordings. Due to their vast array of built-in 

drum sounds nearly everything is possible, from the 



4

M O T I F  N E W S  G U I D E

M a y  2 0 1 0

ultra-realistic acoustic 

set to the dry retro 

electronic drums.

thermore you are allowed to 

use an USB memory stick 

as external memory for up 

to 1,584 External Drum Kits.

To select a Drum Kit you 

first press 

the DRUM 

KIT button to switch 

into the Drum Kit mode. 

You may need to press the 

PLAY button (F1), too. Then use 

the CURSOR buttons or the data wheel to 

select the Drum Kits. Within the Play mode the 

BANK buttons SF4 and SF5 can be 

used to switch between the Voice Banks PRE 

(Preset), USR (User), and EXT-A to EXT-P.

Drum Voice

A Drum Voice – or simply called „Voice“ in short – is 

a drum instrument which is to be assigned to the Pads. 

The tone generation system of the Drum 

Trigger Module DTXT3 and 

DTX900 can be con-

trolled via MIDI, too – we 

will come back to that topic in a 

later episode of this workshop.

Some basic terms of the DTX series

Every system comes with its own terminology. Since 

this also applies to the DTX series we‘ll start with 

the explanation of some of the most important basic 

terms..

Drum Kit

A Drum Kit is a selection of drum sounds that are 

triggered by the Pads..

The DTX modules feature 50 Preset Drum Kits and  

50 User Drum Kits, the latter can use Samples. Fur-



5

M O T I F  N E W S  G U I D E

M a y  2 0 1 0

By assigning Voices to the Pads you are setting up a 

Drum Kit.

The DTX features 1,115 Preset Drum Voices. Further-

more there are 215 „Melody Voices“ that are compa-

tible to the GM standard.

The Data List booklet offers a complete overview of 

all Preset Voices on pages 5 to 9.

In addition to the Preset Voices there are eight  

User Voice Banks A – H with 128 Voices each - that‘s 

a total of 1,024 User Voices. However these are only 

available if the optional DIMM memory is installed, 

since the User Voices are based on Samples, which  

are either recorded with the sampling function of the 

DTX or imported as WAV or AIFF files using the  

File mode.

Voice Set

A Voice Set is a combination of several selected 

Voices which are to be triggered by the different Zones 

of a Pad.

This is a good opportunity to hassle-free set up your 

own Drum Kits with perfectly configured Voices to the 

Pads and their Zones.

However it is not possible to use User Voices in  

Voice Sets.

Trigger Input jacks and  

Trigger Input Sources

You can either use single Voices or complete Voice 

Sets to set up a Drum Kit.

Voice Sets are assigned to the Trigger Inputs. Since a 

Voice Set already contains several Voices which are 

assigned to special Zones of a Pad, these are directly 

assigned to a Pad.

Single Drum Voices are assigned to Trigger Input 

Sources. These refer to the trigger signals sent by the 

different Zones of a Pad. Depending on the model a 

Pad offers up to six Trigger Input Sources.

So if you connect a stereo Pad (referred to as a “two-

zone pad” and “three-zone pad”) to a Trigger Input 

jack of the DTX the sounding Drum Voice depends on 

the position where you hit the Pad. A Voice Set can be 

assigned to each of the DTX‘s Trigger Inputs. 

A Trigger Input for instance is „snare“. On the other 

hand „snareHd“, „snareOp“, and „snareCl“ are Trigger 

Input Sources referring to certain Pad Zones.

A comprehensive list of all Trigger Input jacks and 

Trigger Input Sources can be found in the manual on 

pages 60/61.
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Assigning Drum Voices and Voice Sets  

to Pads

To assign single Drum Voices or Voice Sets to a Pad 

in a Drum Kit you first have to press the F2 VOICE 

button. 

Now use the buttons SF1 to SF5 to select the display 

that‘s having the edit-functions of the Voices.

With SF5 SOURCE you can switch between the  

assignment to Trigger Input jacks (INPUT) and Trig-

ger Input Sources (SOURCE).

Important: The button SF5 is used to switch from IN-

PUT to SOURCE and vice versa. The currently active 

mode is shown in the upper left of the display.

From within the INPUT display you are able to assign 

Voice Sets to the Trigger Input jacks. „Voice Set“ is 

shown in the display.

It‘s fundamental to know 

the difference between 

the INPUT and the  

SOURCE display to be 

able to properly edit 

Drum Kits. This picture 

should help you to com-

prehend.

From within the SOURCE display you are able to 

assign Drum Voices to the Trigger Input Sources of 

the Pads. „Voice“ is shown in the display.

The other editing functions of Drum Kits and Voices 

are more self-explanatory. Nonetheless they will be 

covered in the coming editions of this workshop.

Peter Krischker
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Yamaha has announced the free download of overall 41 additional Drum Kits for DTX900K and DTX950K.

17 of them are already available with these downloads:

DTX950K/900K Extra Content 1 - Jazz Kit (4 Drum Kits)•	

DTX950K/900K Extra Content 2 - Rock Kit (13 Drum Kits)•	

You can download these files at:

http://dtxdrums.yamaha.com

Go to the Downloads / Driver and Software section.

Ocean Way Drums DTXPANSION Kit 

These three Drum Kits have been produced by Yamaha‘s sound designer Dave Polich and are based on the sample  

library from Ocean Way (Sonic Reality).

The Drum Kits feature a very complex programming containing multiple velocity layers.

You can download the file at:

http://www.dtxperience.com/dtxpansion.php 

Free Drum Kits for DTX900K and DTX950K
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hape13‘s column
„Wheiomini duuse poents“ – the third!

All good things come in threes – at least referring to an old saying. So I‘m back on this topic for the third time. And I 

won‘t say it will be for the last time. Not like that very well known artist and his third edition of his „Last-Farewell-

Tour“...  

So again the Eurovision Song Contest. It‘s on purpose to write about this topic before the intense preparation resolves 

in the climax of the actual show. Why? Let me refer to my last columns concerning that show. I had expected a high 

quality in the series of shows that were held to make out the German contestant. I really had no doubt about it but I must 

admit that some „ppm“ (parts per million – an abbreviation used in gas analysis; only used in this context to make me 

seem to have at least some knowledge about something) of me are delighted that my prediction was right.  

Some days ago I zapped into an MTV show of a live concert of an internationally well known band (I won‘t tell the 

name). Their sound – if any – was mediocre, the groove was gruff and the lead vocals were...? Let‘s say: I could sing 

that, too, and I‘m no professional singer. 

The „Unser Star für Oslo“ series („Our star for Oslo“) instead was a whole nother story. Right from the start of the first 

show the vocalists – female and male – could actually sing, without using some auto-tuning devices. They were accom-

panied by the Heavytones, in my humble opinion one of the best German live-bands. Add the first class arrangements 

from musical director Wolfgang Dahlheimer for the well- to mostly unknown songs and we had everything one who‘s 

honestly into music could wish. „On top“ was a changing jury that was competent by all means. Their critique was 

positive and constructive and brought in a nice, decent way. The different personalities of the contestants were respected 

and not pushed into a format that‘s not fitting them. Isn‘t it alarming that these points occur so positively although they 

should be „normal“?  

But while the series was sent on the German television I recognized that many people from my personal surroundings  

– even those I thought of having a certain musical quality standard – stayed at the „typical“ casting shows despite the 

media presence of the ESC. I got to admit that I never watched one of these casting shows from beginning to end. And 
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I don‘t want to claim that they totally lack of musicians with a some quality. Some of them did make their steps into 

the „real“ showbiz. And I don‘t want to discuss how many „superstars“ a small country like Germany is capable and in 

need of, despite of the evidence of this question. But I‘ve got the feeling that these TV formats do not mainly feature 

music or the artist as such. It‘s more related to formats like „Big Brother“, it‘s voyeurism that ousts the music and the 

artist to only be the backdrop of a show. Since the casting show is a format with huge television ratings I get into thin-

king about the differences with my claim on my musical qualities and the one of the audience. 

I mean: Does the listener – from whatever consumer group – even care about the hours of programming for that one 

solo sound or the time I spent on the playing technique for the solo itself? And if he does: By what amount? 

OK, back to the topic, the Eurovision Song Contest. Despite the indisputable quality and the fact that it was the viewer 

that could vote for „our“ contestant I better not try to predict how she will make out in the finals. I‘ll be a sportsman and 

remain with demanding but hopeless wishes   yours hape13

New S90 XS video by hape13
There‘s something new from hape13: He produced a 

video featuring the S90 XS combined with his musical 

ideas based of the two soundsets „Chill Xperience“ 

and „Phat Analog“. It‘s a must-see-and-hear! Go to 

YouTube and search for „Chill Pha(s)t“.

How did you came across the idea to produce  

this video?

It‘s been long that I wanted to produce something 

with these wonderful soundsets. When the „Phat 

Analog“ set was released I took the time to actu-

ally make it. Furthermore I wanted to demonstrate 

the sonic possibilities of the new S-series using the 

special soundsets without their samples.

Did you edit the used sounds?

I	only	did	some	tweaking	on	the	effect	and	filter	

settings. Further in-depth editing on Element level 

was not necessary.

Did you use the S90 XS for the drum sounds, too?

Yes, they are taken from the Factory Performance 

USR1	No.	81	-	„Wet	Reflected	Lights“.	The	cymbal	

sounds are from a second Drum Kit.

Where did you get those nice pictures used in the 

video?

All pictures were taken on the Canary Islands,  

one is from Tenerife, all others are from El Hierro, 

which is the smallest and least known island. My 

father is living there in retirement.
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Jens „Zwiebel“ Skwirblies is internatio-

nally well known as musician, producer, and 

concert promoter. As a musician he played 

keyboards for Ian Cussick, Rolf Stahlhofen 

(Söhne Mannheims), the Joe Cocker Illusion, 

and most recently the legendary band Lake. 

As concert promoter he could get Joe Cocker 

and Rod Steward to play Open Air concerts for 

10.000ths of fans on the beach of his home 

town Eckernförde in northern Germany.

Since 1995 he runs his own Post Production and 

Project Studio „JPS Digital Media“ as a producer and 

recorded albums of Ian Cussick, Freeze Frame, The 

Natives, Remnants, and many other local acts.

Aged five Jens started to stress the nerves of his fami-

ly members with his own little piano pieces. Which 

was thanked him by getting piano lessons. He used 

up three piano teachers until he founded his first rock 

band at the age of 13.

That`s what`s making music is all about
Interview with Jens Skwirblies – Keyboarder, producer, and concert promoter

In the midst of the 80ies he had his first success with 

the German band DENO. He took lessons from the 

jazz pianist Reiner Schnelle (Eartha Kitt, Hildegard 

Knef) and studied popular music at the Musikhoch-

schule Hamburg.

He started touring with David Hasselhoff, followed by 

working with Ian Cussick as keyboarder and musical 

director on diverse tours and worldwide CD releases. 

After 17 years the collaboration with Ian Cussick 

ended due to musical changes.

Working closely with Steinberg Media Technologies 

GmbH Jens is doing workshops and presentations in 

Germany, Austria, and Switzerland since 1990.

In 2003 and 2004 he played some gigs with Bobby 

Kimball (TOTO) on the Frankfurt Music Fair. In  

December 2003 he was hired by TOTO to be  

responsible for the backup keyboards. 

Since December 2009 Jens is a member of the le-

gendary Hamburg-based Westcoast-Rock-Band Lake 
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which had huge worldwide success in the 70ies. Lake 

re-united in 2003 for a comeback with new musicians 

around the genius guitarist Alex Conti.   

For further information about Jens Skwirblies and his 

band Lake visit the following websites:

http://www.jensskwirblies.de

http://www.lake-music.de

Jens Skwirblies is endorsed by Yamaha. At the mo-

ment his stage equipment contains a MOTIF XS6, a 

S90 XS, and a KX49 masterkeyboard. The picture 

shows how his „keyboard castle“ is set up.

We talked with Jens about his recent musical work and 

the usage of his Yamaha equipment.

Jens, you are Lake‘s keyboarder since the end of 

2009, which is a job countless MOTIF users would 

envy you. What‘s the story behind it? Did your 

long-term collaboration with Ian Cussick – one of 

the original members of Lake – have some influ-

ence on this?

Surely it is one point that I‘ve worked with Ian 

Cussick	for	so	long.	In	2003,	when	Lake	was	re-

united, they already asked me to be the keyboarder. 

But back then my time schedule was fully packed. 

Hence	in	2009	it	finally	fit.

In the last months you did some well-acclaimed 

concerts with Lake in the Fabrik Hamburg and 

as supporting act for Lynyrd Skynyrd in Berlin, 
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Leipzig, Essen, and Karlsruhe. What are your first 

impressions of being Lake‘s keyboarder?

I	always	fancied	Lake.	And the keyboards are 

playing	a	important	part	in	Lake‘s	music.	Since	the	

original band had two keyboarders it is a special 

challenge for me to accomplished the arrange-

ments and perfect soundscapes all alone. On the 

other hand there‘s enough space for me soloing 

and doing background vocals. Overall it is the true 

El	Dorado	for	a	keyboarder	to	play	in	Lake.

Are there further concerts or tours planned in the 

near future?

The bookings for 2010 are at high stake right now. 

We will be doing some Open Air Festivals in Ger-

many co-headlining with Foreigner and Manfred 

Mann‘s Earthband. There are plans to support 

Lynyrd	Skynyrd	on	several	concerts	in	the	USA	this	

summer. And there‘s thinking about supporting for 

Joe Cocker‘s tour in Germany later in autumn. 

And if all plans go well there‘ll be a longer „Best 

of“	Lake	tour	at	the	end	of	the	year.	Further-

more	we	are	thinking	about	recording	a	new	Lake	

album.

Are there any other musical projects you are  

involved with at the moment?

There are some productions planned in my own 

studio. And I‘m working on some songs for my own 

album which should be released this year. Then 

there are auditions as a keyboarder for the world 

tours of three international acts – perhaps one of 

them will work. At the beginning of June I‘m on 

a club-tour with Rolf Stahlhofen (Söhne Mann-

heims).

How did it come to your close collaboration with 

Yamaha?

Yamaha got to know me when I was the keyboarder 

for Ian Cussick. However I was playing Yamaha 
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equipment since the very beginnings 

of my professional music career. Back 

then I once needed a spare instrument 

in the midst of a tour with Ian Cussick 

– Yamaha was very helpful, and sent it 

fast and straight away. In return I did 

a video presentation for the S90 ES. 

Since then I‘m doing presentations and 

workshops for them if it matches with 

my calendar.

What were your first impressions of the 

MOTIF XS? Which are the features you 

like most?

The sounds and their power in live situ-

ations really knocked me out. The large 

display eases the programming as do 

the large number of faders and knobs. 

With them even complex editings are easy as cake. 

And I love the perfect integration with a computer 

for I‘m using the MOTIF XS in my studio, too.

Which Voices do you use from the S90 XS?

The most used Voice is the Natural Grand S6  

Piano. Followed by some of the Rhodes and 

Clavinet sounds and some of the Pads. Especially 

setting up layers and splits has become incredibly 

easy and fast in the S90 XS.

Do you program your own sounds for your shows 

or do you mainly use the preset sounds? Do you 

modify them to adapt them to your live-gigging 

needs?

Mostly	I‘m	using	the	first-class	Presets	to	fine-tune	

them. In most cases the EQ settings are changed. 

And of course the effect settings are tweaked. I 

really like to use the Multibandcompressor to get 

that extra dose of punch for the sounds. Since there 

are some sequences running in parallel I have to 

set the audio-output-routing.

Do you use samples for your live shows? Do you 

have to load samples during a set?

I‘m using organ samples from the MOTIF XS 

Organ	Session	Library	and	Moog-Solo	samples	

from the MOTIF XS Phat Analog series. I‘ve built 

my own set of samples from these two libraries so 

I don‘t have to load new samples during the gig. 

And	there	are	some	audio	samples	„flown	in“	by	

the playback function of the S90 XS.

Which mode do you use on the MOTIF XS? Have 

you set up complex layers and splits or is there only 

one Voice per song?

Since the MOTIF XS6 is mainly used for solos, 

organ, and retro-sounds only one single Voice is 

sufficient	in	most	cases.	The	Voices	are	selected	via	

MIDI program change from the S90 XS which is 

running in Master mode.

© Lake
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On the S90 XS however I‘m playing mostly split 

and layer sounds – which makes more sense regar-

ding the larger keyboard.

Which are your most important preset sounds of 

the MOTIF XS? 

In	general	the	MOTIF	XS	features	a	first-class	

sound library I rely on. My favourites are „P5 

Analog Punch“, „Big Comp“, „Rezz Punch“, 

„Light	Pad“,	„JP	Strings“,	and	„Dark	Modula-

tion Pad“. But to be honest: I‘m discovering 

„new“ sounds every here and then in the  

MOTIF XS that inspire me for new songs and  

my daily musical work. That‘s what‘s making 

music is all about.

You are using the optional soundsets „Organ Ses-

sion“ and „Phat Analog“. What‘s your opinion on 

them? Do you use any of these Voices for Lake?

From the „Organ Session“ library I‘m using „The 

Clean AF1“, „Big Tube AT“, „Full drive“, „The 

Rock	AF1“,	and	„Sascha‘s	Classic”	for	Lake.	 

These sounds really match the typical organ-

sounds	of	Lake.	As	said	before	I‘m	doing	some	

tweaks and twists but basically these sounds 

are perfect for playing them in my band context.

From the „Phat Analog“ series I‘m mostly using 

the	sounds	„Faaat	Mini	AF	1&2“,	„Lake	1978“,	

„Pure Mini3 AF 1&2“, „PureMini5“, „Mr.Vinta-

ge“,	and	„Phat	Pulse“	for	Lake.	Again	altered	by	

some smaller edits to give them that extra punch 

for the band. 

In my opinion both libraries are absolute „must 

haves“ for the get the best out of a MOTIF XS. 

Thumbs	up!	Even	the	keyboarder	of	Lynyrd	Sky-

nyrd, Peter Keys, was impressed by my live organ 

sounds, he asked me, how I managed to get such 

authentic sounds. I mean: Being asked that from a 

B3 organist leaves no doubt, doesn‘t it?

Interview by Peter Krischker
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MOTIF Know How:  
Frequently asked questions – and their answers!

MOTIF XS:

Sounds are deleted after an update

Question: 

I	have	updated	the	firmware	of	my	MOTIF	XS.	
By this the Performances and Masters were 
deleted. How can I restore them?

Answer:

You can restore the factory sounds by executing 
the Factory Set Job (UTILITY - JOB - ENTER). 
However your own programmed Voices, Per-
formances, Songs, and Patterns etc. should be 
stored on an USB memory stick (File -> Save -> 
ALL) so you can restore them from there.

Source:	slowhand	73	

MOTIF ES, MO, S90 ES: 

Phrase Voice settings in  
Pattern mode

Question: 

I‘ve got some problems with the Mixing settings 
in the Pattern mode. They change without me 
wanting to do so. For instance a Piano Voice is 
assigned to the Mixing Parts.

Answer:

This may be a result of the setting „Phrase 
Voice“. When recording a new Phrase a  
certain Voice can be assigned to that Phrase in  
the Record Standby mode via VOICE (F2).  
The default value is the Voice  

The following contains a selection of questions and their answers concerning Yamaha synthesizers, found in the Yamaha 

Synth Forum and answered by the Yamaha Europe Support Team.

On the request of many readers the most important FAQs from the MOTIF News Guides 2007 to 2009 are combined. 

Since the MOTIF News Guide is now published in two languages (German and English) it gained a lot of new readers 

which unfortunately have missed the older FAQs. And all long-time readers will get a smart overview.
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PRE1:001 (AP: Full Grand). This setting also 
comes into play when loading Standard MIDI 
files into Pattern Sections. If you want to use the 
Voice settings from the MIXING (F3 – VOICE 
and BANK) the parameter „PHRASE VOICE“ 
(F3 TRACK / SF3 TR VCE) has to be set to 
„off“ for the corresponding Pattern Tracks.  

The Phrase Voice can also be changed from the 
Record Standby mode.

Source: Yamaha Support 

MOTIF ES, MO, S90 ES: 

Strange delays after conversion of  
Patterns to Songs

Question: 

After having converted a Pattern from  
CHAIN EDIT to a Song now at the beginning  
of each bar of the Song the playback is  
strangely delayed.

Answer:

If the parameter „Phrase Voice“ (F3 TRACK 

/ SF3 TR VCE) was set to „on“ before you 

started the conversion into a Song the function 

inserts program change events into the Song 

Tracks at the exact same position as the first 

notes of the Phrase. These program changes 

might result into the described playback delays. 

So you should delete the program change events 

manually after having played back the Song 

once. The Voice settings are then stored in the 
Song Mixing anyway.

Source: Yamaha Support 

MOTIF XS + mLAN 16e II:

Recording the PC via mLAN 

Question: 

I want to use the Integrated Sampling function 
of the MOTIF XS to record audio signals of  
a	software	on	my	PC	via	mLAN.	I	set	the	audio	
settings of the software to use „YAMAHA 
mLAN“	as	output,	but	there‘s	no	signal	received	
on the MOTIF XS.

Answer:

In its Integrated Sampling mode the MOTIF 
XS can record the audio signals of the mLAN 
outputs 3 + 4 (see manual, page 164, Sampling 
Setup - Input Source).

If the software can not determine which mLAN 
outputs are to be used and instead uses outputs 
1 + 2 by default you can use the Graphical 
Patchbay to set the correct connections. The 
following settings are to be made: 

PC output 1 - motif input 3•	

PC output 2 - motif input 4•	

motif output 1 - PC input 1•	

motif output 2 - PC input 2•	

Source: Yamaha Support 
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MOTIF XS + mLAN 16e II:

mLAN „Direct Monitor“

Question: 

Is	it	possible	to	use	the	mLAN	connection	to	
record a software‘s audio signal with Cubase 
running on the same PC?

Answer:

The PC‘s audio signal is sent and received by 
the MOTIF XS via the mLAN outputs 3 + 4 
(see manual, page 164, Sampling Setup - Input 
Source).

You are able to send the audio signal back to the 
PC by setting UTILITY - I/O - mLAN Monitor 
Setup to „with PC (DirectMonitor)“.

Now Cubase can record this audio signal from 
the mLAN inputs 1 + 2.

Source: Yamaha Support 

MOTIF-RACK XS:

Controlling the MOTIF-RACK XS with a 
KX8 using separate USB connections

Question: 

I like to control the MOTIF-RACK XS with my 
KX8 via the MOTIF-RACK XS Editor.  
MOTIF-RACK XS and KX are both connected 
to the PC via USB.

are not forwarded to the MOTIF-RACK XS. 
However: If I click on the virtual keyboard I can 
play the MOTIF-RACK XS.

Answer:

In addition to the activation of the Ports you 
have to configure MIDI THRU in the Studio 
Manager Setup. This function forwards the 
MIDI events from the KX8 to the MOTIF-
RACK XS:

Activate „MIDI Thru“ and select the following 
connection below: YAMAHA KX1 → YAMA-
HA MOTIF-R XS1

Source: Yamaha Support 

MOTIF XS:

Controlling layered Mixing Parts with 
the Sliders

Question: 

I‘m using the Mixing Mode for  
„Live-Performances“	by	setting	several	 
Parts to the same Receive Channel. Now I‘d  
like to control single Parts using the Sliders  
but it won‘t work.

Answer:

Parts which are set to the same Receive Channel 
can only be controlled as a whole by the Control 
Sliders. 

I have activated the corresponding Ports in the 
Studio Manager software (MOTIF-RACK XS = 
Ports 1 + 4, KX8 = Port 1). The Editor software 
receives MIDI events from KX8 (the virtual key-
board indicates the pressed keys), but the events 

However the Parts can be controlled individu-
ally in the Mixing (MIXING - F1 VOL/PAN) 
using the data dial. But if you use the Sliders 
the individual settings will be replaced by the 
Slider‘s value.
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So if you really want to use the Sliders to con-

trol the volume of layered Parts you have to use 

the Master mode and set the Sliders to control 

the Mixing Parts.

First you have to set the Parts in the Mixing 

mode to individual Receive Channels (Parts 

1 - 4 = Ch. 1 – 4), they must not use the same 

channel (as set before).

In the Master mode set the parameter „Zone 

Switch“ to „on“ (EDIT – Other) and „Knob 

Control Assign“ to „zone“. 

Select your Song as Mode.

Use the EDIT mode to set the four Zones of the 

Master program. Use the PART SELECT but-

tons to select the Zone you want to edit. 

Set the Master Zones to the following settings:

Activate the IntSwitch for the used Mixing Parts •	

(e.g. 1 - 4) = Zones 1 - 4 in F1 Transmit and set 

them to the Transmit Channels 1 - 4

Deactivate the IntSwitch for the non-used  •	

Mixing Parts (e.g. 5 - 8)

Store the Master program.

By using the Master mode it‘s like controlling 

the MOTIF XS Mixing with an external key-

board transmitting on several MIDI channels. 

And the Parts can now be controlled using the 

Sliders.

Source: Yamaha Support 

MOTIF ES:

Controlling the Rotary Speed (Leslie) 
using a foot pedal or foot switch

Question: 

How can I use a foot pedal or a foot switch to 
control	the	Rotary	Speed	(Leslie)?

Answer:

It‘s best to use a foot switch with latch function 

(sustain pedals are commonly „unlatched“). 

Connect the foot switch to the „Foot Switch  - 

Assignable“ input.

However you can surely use a sustain pedal for 

changing the Rotary Speed – but you have to 

hold it depressed for as long you want to have 

the fast speed. 

For the Voice mode the foot switch can be 

globally routed to „01 Modulation Wheel“ using 

the parameter „Foot Switch Control“ in „UTI-

LITY – F3 Voice – SF3 Control“. Since most 

Organ Voices are programmed to use the Modu-

lation Wheel for controlling the Rotary Speed 

the foot switch will then set the Speed to fast.  

In the Performance Mode this setting has to be 

made for each single Performance:

EDIT - COMMON EDIT - F3 Ctrl Asgn - Foot 

Switch Control = 01 Modulation Wheel
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Instead of a foot switch you can use a foot 
controller like the Yamaha FC7 Foot Controller 

Expression Pedal. This pedal can also be used as 
an Expression Pedal or for other purposes like 
controlling the Filter Cutoff.

The Foot Controller is connected to the FOOT 
CONTROLLER 2 input and can be routed to 
„01 Modulation Wheel“ using the parameter 
„Foot Controller 2 = 004“ in „UTILITY –  
F3 Voice – SF3 Control“. As above this only 
applies globally for the Voice mode.

Source: Yamaha Support 

MOTIF XS:

Switching ARP on/off using a foot 
switch

Question: 

Can I use a foot switch to activate/deactivate 
the Arpeggiator?

Answer:

Yes, of course. Use the following setting:

UTIITY - F3 VOICE - SF3 Foot Switch Control 

No. - 096 ARP Switch

Use a sustain pedal that‘s connected to the 
FOOT SWITCH - ASSIGNABLE jack.

This global setting only applies to the Voice 
mode. For all other modes you have to set this 
individually for each Performance / Mixing:

EDIT - COMMON - F3 Ctrl Asgn - Foot Switch 

Control No. - 096 ARP Switch

Source: Yamaha Support 

MOTIF-RACK XS:

Importing MOTIF XS Performances into 
a MOTIF-RACK XS 

Question: 

Is it possible to import Performances of a  
MOTIF XS into the MOTIF-RACK XS?

Answer:

Yes. First you have to convert the MOTIF XS 
Performance into a Song Mixing using the 
MIXING Job F3 COPY - SF3 PERF. Then store 
the Mixing using STORE and execute the MI-
XING Job F4 Bulk Dump. 

Set the connected MOTIF-RACK XS to  
Multi mode to receive the Mixing from the  
MOTIF XS.

Then store the received Mixing as a properly 
named Multi into the RACK‘s memory, since it 
is only held in the temporary edit buffer.

Source: Yamaha Support
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New MOTIF Soundlibrary: Phat Analog

The ultimate analogue 

extension for MOTIF and 

S series models! 

In collaboration with  

Yamaha Music Europe 

EASY SOUNDS is produ-

cing and distributing an ever-growing sound- and 

sample library of excellent quality for the synthesizers 

of the MOTIF and S series. 

The newest soundset „Phat Analog“ is all about ana-

logue synthesizers. The main goal is to emulate the 

legendary monophonic Minimoog and especially its 

timeless Synthlead sounds by using samples. Of the 

32 Waveforms (or Multisamples) we created 18 were 

sampled from the Minimoog.

Another focus was laid on samples of the Jupiter 8 

(„JP-8“), which are mainly used for Pad, Sync, and 

Arpeggio sounds for this soundset. 

And finally the samples from 

the Minimoog and the Jupi-

ter 8 got company by some 

other analogue samples.

Overall we had a perfect 

playability in mind with 

com prehensive realtime control using the controllers, 

knobs, and buttons, refined by a tasteful effect pro-

gramming. The purpose was to support the virtuosity 

of the player.

The 32 Split-type Performances for the XS series are 

mostly built following this pattern: The left side of 

the keyboard plays an accompaniment (i.e. Drums, 

Bass, Pad/Arpeggio) while the right side is used to 

play a Synthlead part. The Performances not only use 

analogue sounds, but „traditional“ instruments as well. 

This results in a refreshing diversity which matches 

different styles and musical genres. Some of the Per-

formances are modified Preset Performances from the 

MOTIF XS.
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The versions for MOTIF-RACK XS, S90 XS / 

S70 XS, MOTIF-RACK ES, MO6 / MO8, and  

S90 ES are using the ROM-Waveforms. These also 

contain high-quality analogue synthwaves, but are 

limited in terms of length and complexity. 

Here‘s an overview of the content of „Phat Analog“:

128 Voices (all versions)•	

32 Performances (MOTIF XS,  •	

MOTIF-RACK	XS,	S90	XS	/	S70	XS)

32 User-Waveforms / 120 MB Samples  •	

(MOTIF XS, MOTIF ES)

„Phat Analog“ is exclusively available from  

EASY SOUNDS:

http://www.easysounds.de

User‘s feedback on the MOTIF soundset 

„Phat Analog“

The reactions to the new MOTIF soundset „Phat 

Analog“ are enthusiastic. Looks like EASY SOUNDS 

has made a great soundset again. Here are some of the 

reactions the users wrote:

„Now it doesn‘t hurt that bad any more that I‘ve 

sold my old Moog 12 years ago.“ 

Karlheinz W.

sounds and many very good Pads. And I love to 

use the samples as basis for my own „analogue“ 

sounds. They are a good alternative for a real 

analogue Moog or JP8, especially on stage. It is a 

great heap of work to make a Jupiter 8 sound like 

we know it from the records. It is not only its dry 

sound – it‘s the use of effects and room simulations 

that‘s immanent to the sound of these old analogue 

dinosaurs.	I	will	definitely	use	the	sounds	of	this	

set for live and studio jobs...“ 

Sascha Z.

„My compliments to you: These sounds are 

GREAT. They are exactly what I was missing.  

Actually	I	was	heading	to	buy	a	Moog	LP	–	but	

that day I received the mail from Easy Sounds  

advertising these new sounds, as if a good fairy 

was watching me. I was speechless and immedi-

ately ordered the soundset. I wasn‘t disappointed 

– it‘s so genius to have the best sounds AND all 

advantages of the MOTIF XS.“ 

Andreas P.

„I‘m rather spoiled concerning analogue sounds. 

I‘ve played them all from the Minimoog to the 

Roland Jupiter 8 to the Hammond B3 and am still 

playing Hammond and Moog synths (just bought 

a new one three months ago) – but I have to say: 

This soundset is very good. A lot of  nice	Lead-

„In my opinion the soundset „Phat Analog“ is the 

best to date. I spent the whole day jamming with 

the new sounds. Since I own the original analogue 

synths I was surprised by the playability of the 

sounds. My highest regards to your efforts on the 

details.“ 

Bernd K.



22

M O T I F  N E W S  G U I D E

M a y  2 0 1 0

MOTIF XS Special Offer: XSpanded Bundle 2
In a special offer the MOTIF XS series of synthesizers will be delivered including DIMMs for the sample RAM  

plus a huge soundset. The bundle contains the following:

1 GB SDIMM sampling memory (SRP 229,- €)

2GB USB stick containing a huge soundset with more than 500 Voices and 1 GB of samples:

„Organ Session“: Hammond B3 sound for the MOTIF (SRP 32,- €)•	

„Drum	Performer“	large	Real	Drums	Library,	40	Kits	(SRP	32,-	€)•	

„European	Loyalty	Program	V2“	3-layers	Yamaha	S700	piano,	Sweet	Voices	and	more•	

„MOTIF	ES	CD	ROM	Library“	containing	the	ES	bonus-sounds	in	XS	format•	

CUBASE AI (advanced integration)

The suggested retail prices for the models of the MOTIF XS series (including 19% German VAT):

MOTIF XS 6 = 2.914,31 € 

MOTIF	XS	7	=	3.390,31	€ 

MOTIF XS 8 = 4.044,81 €

XSpanded Bundle – the contents of the USB stick

The USB memory stick of the XSpanded Bundle contains more 

than 500 Voices and about 1 Gigabyte of samples. Here‘s a short overview:

European Loyalty Program – Version 2

The	European	Loyalty	Program	–	Version	2	features	the	S700	stereo	piano	of	the	Yamaha	S90	ES,	Sweet	Voice	from	

the	Tyros,	new	choirs	and	scatvoices,	a	best-of	compilation	of	optional	EASY	SOUNDS	soundsets,	and	a	WAV	file	

pool	with	200	WAV	files.	

EASY SOUNDS Library „Organ Session“

„Organ Session“ emulates the sound of a Hammond B3 by using special samples. This set features smacky  

Hammond sounds with concise key click and controllable Percussion, rocky organs, Entertainer settings, sacral 

drawbar registrations, and cool jazz organs.

EASY SOUNDS Library „Drum Performer“ 

„Real Drums” has been produced in several complex sampling sessions. The drum sounds are dry, fat, and punchy. 

By using various microphone setups and special recording technologies we could deliver a huge sound variety.  

40 drum kits with 200 MB.

MOTIF ES CD ROM Library

197	Normal	Voices,	6	Drum	Voices	and	ca.	150	MB	Samples.	Plus	220	MB	WAV	loops.
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MOTIF XS European Loyalty Program – Version 2
The „European Loyalty Program” offers MOTIF 

XS users free additional but nonetheless high-

class content.

It is mainly a premium Voice and Samplelibrary which 

is produced by EASY SOUNDS in collaboration with 

Yamaha Music Europe and contains the following:

The	3-layers	Yamaha	S700	stereo	piano	(32	MB	•	

compressed) of the Yamaha S90 ES which is known 

as the ultimate piano sound from Yamaha synths. 

The Piano is featured in different variations (e.g. 

Brite, Dark, Ballad Stack)

„Sweet Voices“ from the Yamaha Tyros (Trumpet, •	

Trombone,	Saxophone,	Panflute...)

New Choir and Scatvoices•	

Best-of compilations of optional soundsets from •	

EASY SOUNDS 

(synths, pads & at-

mospheres, organs...)

Best-of compilation •	

of the Xpanded series 

from Yamaha Europe 

(converted from  

MOTIF ES)

A WAV pool contai-•	

ning	200	WAV	files	

with 93 MB in total. These are drum loops, vocal 

and vocoder phrases, sound  

effects, and atmospheres

Furthermore the Loyalty Program contains a com-

prehensive MOTIF XS Quick Guide in PDF format. 

This Quick Guide is compiled of all XS articles and 

workshops from the MOTIF News Guide. 

To register for the Loyalty program simply write an  

e-mail with the keyword „MOTIF XS Loyalty Pro-

gram“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

As soon as the registration process is complete the 

MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from EASY 

SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file 

can be downloaded. The size of the download file is 

221 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly MOTIF News Guide. 

Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Packa-

ge“ can be delivered on an USB memory stick,  

which must be ordered for a reasonable price from  

www.easysounds.de in addition to the e-mail proce-

dure mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword 

„MOTIF XS Loyalty Program“ to your USB memory 

stick order.

Already registered MOTIF XS users can request an 

update by sending an e-mail to:

motifnews@easysounds.de
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MOTIF XS Soundset: “Oriental Instruments”
MOTIF XS User can enjoy a free soundset: 

„Oriental Instruments“ can be downloaded 

from Yamaha Music Europe in cooperation 

with EASY SOUNDS.

The soundset contains the following:

36 Performances•	

128 Voices•	

7	User	Drum	Voices•	

32 User Waveforms of oriental instruments•	

70	MB	Samples•	

6 Turkish Authentic Micro Tunings•	

„Oriental Instruments“ has been produced by turkish 

musicians and is developed for the use in both  

traditional and modern turkish music.

Authentic samples of oriental musical instruments 

plus the most popular turkish Micro Tunings are the 

basic building blocks of this soundset.

The 128 Voices and 36 Performances are mostly built 

from the new User Waveforms and Samples. Some 

Voices are modified Preset Voices.

This free soundset can be requested by sending an  

e-mail containing the keyword „Oriental“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

The MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from 

EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where  

the file can be downloaded. The size of the download 

file is 58 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly MOTIF News Guide. 

Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Packa-

ge“ can be delivered on an USB memory stick,  

which must be ordered for a reasonable price from  

Nonetheless these special oriental instruments can be 

used in music styles like pop, world, chill out, ambient 

and whatever you can imagine.

www.easysounds.de in addition to the e-mail proce-

dure mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword 

„Oriental Instruments“ to your USB memory stick 

order.
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S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage
A free „Soundpackage“ with additional high-

class content is available for S90 XS / S70 XS 

users. 

This Soundpackage is produced by EASY SOUNDS 

under contract to Yamaha Music Europe and contains 

the following:

Pop & Dance

This Voice Bank features 128 professional User 

Voices compiled from popular EASY SOUNDS 

libraries for the MOTIF XS and the MOTIF ES 

Xpanded series from Yamaha Europe converted  

for	the	S90	XS	/	S70	XS.

The set “Poc & Dance” contains Voices from  

these EASY SOUNDS soundsets:

Chill Xperience•	

Dance Xpanded•	

Magical Pads•	

Mystic Spheres•	

Stage & Studio•	

Synth Xtreme•	

WAV-Pool

The	WAV	pool	contains	200	WAV	files	with	a	total	

size of 93 MB. These are drum loops, vocoder 

phrases, sound effects, and atmos. 

MOTIF News Guides

All already published editions of the “MOTIF 

News Guide” are included in PDF format. 

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS 

Soundpackage“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 136 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly MOTIF News Guide. 

Vocoder Dreamz

The	S90	XS	/	S70	XS	version	of	“Vocoder	Dreamz”	

features 40 Vocoder Voices and a comprehensive 

manual on how to use them with the S90 XS  

Vocoder. The User Voice Bank is divided  

as follows:

1 – 16 Vocoder Voices (Vocoder +  •	

Pad/Atmo/Synth)

17	–	36	Vocoder	Voices	(Basic	Type)•	

37	–	40	Vocoder	Voices	(LFO-Type)•	

Alternatively the Soundpackage can be delivered on 

an USB memory stick, which must be ordered for a 

reasonable price from www.easysounds.de in addition 

to the e-mail procedure mentioned above. Remember 

to add the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage“ 

to your USB memory stick order.
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MOTIF-RACK XS: Sound & Infopackage
MOTIF-RACK XS users can obtain the free 

„Sound & Infopackage“ that‘s produced by 

EASY SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha  

Music Europe.

The software package contains the following:

Soundset „POP & DANCE“ with  •	

128 professional Voices

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „MOTIF-RACK XS 

Sound & Infopackage“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

Users of the MO6 / MO8, S90 ES, and MOTIF-

RACK ES can obtain a free Sound & Infopack-

age that‘s produced by EASY SOUNDS under 

contract to Yamaha Music Europe.

This includes the soundset “Pop Xpanded” with 

192 profesional live- and arpeggio-sounds. For details 

on this soundset see the box to the right.

Furthermore a comprehensive documentation of the 

soundset, Quick Guides, demo-sounds, and other  

useful files are included.

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „Pop Xpanded“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 13 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly MOTIF News Guide. 

MO6 / MO8 / S90 ES / MOTIF-RACK ES 

Voice-Library „Pop Xpanded“

This library contains 192 User Voices compiled from 

the MOTIF ES libraries “Arp Xpanded” and  

“Live Xpanded”.

User Voice Bank 1 is identical to “Arp Xpanded” and 

features 128 Voice based on 106 new User Arpeggio 

Phrases. (In the MOTIF-RACK ES version the  

Arpeggiator is deactivated, since the RACK has no 

User Arpeggios.)

Voices 1 – 64 of the User Voice Bank 2 are identical 

to the 64 „Live-Voices“ of „Live Xpanded“. These are 

keyboard and synth sounds which are specially pro-

grammed for pop, rock, dance, and live entertainment.

The Voices 65 – 128 of the User Voice Bank 2 are 

compiled by the best synthesizer sounds of the factory 

preset sounds from the MOTIF ES and MOTIF-

RACK ES. 

MO6/8, S90 ES, MOTIF-RACK ES: Free Soundlibrary

WAV-Pool with 200 loops and audio-phrases•	

Demo song •	

PDF	file	of	a	comprehensive	guide	plus	 •	

tips & tricks  

loaded. The size of the download file is 125 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly MOTIF News Guide. 
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MM6 / MM8: Software package „Live & Studio“
Users of the MM6 and MM8 can obtain the 

free software package „Live & Studio“ that‘s 

produced by EASY SOUNDS under contract to 

Yamaha Music Europe. 

of the MM6 / MM8 to be controlled in “PC-Mode” 

with 16 MIDI channels (multimode).

The software package contains the following:

MM6	/	MM8	Live	Peformance	Bank	•	

Song-Templates •	

Demo-Song with audio and MIDI tracks for •	

Cubase,	Logic,	Standard	MIDI	File)

WAV	loop	pool	for	Cubase	+	Logic	(drums,	•	

synths, vocals, effects, atmos) 

MM6 / MM8 Quick Guide•	

The 64 Performances for the MM6 are more suitable 

for live music than the more pattern orientated factory 

Performances.

The Song templates contain setup data in formats for 

Cubase, Logic, and standard MIDI file (SMF). They 

feature SysEx events, Bank Select, Program Change, 

and Controller events which set the effects and sounds 

The demo songs combine MIDI and audio tracks. 

The MIDI tracks control the MM6 / MM8. The audio 

tracks are used to play back samples from the included 

“WAV pool”.

The free software package can be requested by sen-

ding an e-mail containing the keyword „MM6 / MM8 

Live & Studio“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 131 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly MOTIF News Guide. 
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KX series: X-Factor - DVD

But when we say “nice little present” it is somewhat understated, because it‘s a DVD titled “X-Factor VST” and filled 

to the rim with sounds, samples, and software: More than 1,3 Gigabyte new HALion-One sounds from Sonic Reality, 

the S90 ES piano sample from Yamaha in HALion-One format, a special version of IK Multimedia‘s Sample Tank 

including sounds from high-class titles like the Miroslav Vitous Orchestral Library, Sample Moog, Sonic Synth 2 and 

others. There are special versions of FXpansion‘s BFD drum VST and of the Arturia Analog Factory 2 featuring sounds 

from Arturia‘s outstanding collection of virtual analogue synths. Audio loops from Sonic Reality and MIDI loops from 

Keyfax New Media round up this huge digital fund.

But that‘s not all: In addition to all those sounds you‘ll get coupons worth some hundred Euros plus valueable contribu-

tions from Antares, ASK Videos, Broadjam, Electronic Musician, Obedia, Steinberg, and Tunecore.

Further information about the X-Factor DVD can be found on the english special website  

www.xfactorvst.com

The registration is done by sending a simple  

e-mail to: 

musicproduction@yamaha.de 

Please give us your name, your address, the model 

of your KX, and its serial number. 

Your registration automatically subscribes you to 

the free monthly MOTIF News Guide containing the latest news and tips & tricks for Yamaha Music Production  

instruments. 

Important note: This DVD can not be shipped outside Europe!

If you have decided for yourself to buy a MIDI controller keyboard of our KX series, we have more 

than congratulations for you: It is a nice little present – and all you have to do is to register yourself  

as owner of a KX by writing a simple e-mail to Yamaha Europe.
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TENORI-ON: European Voice & Samplebank
Yamaha Music Europe and EASY SOUNDS provi-

de their free soundlibrary “European Voice & 

Samplebank” to all Tenori-On users. 

The downloadable file (48 MB) contains the  

following:

18 Tenori-On User Voices (Samplings)•	

4 Tenori-On Demos (AllBlock-Files)•	

268 Samples in WAV-Format (19 MB)•	

Comprehensive PDF documentation•	

The User Voices feature multiple drum kits, sound 

effects, vocal / vocoder kits, and synth sounds. Here‘s 

an overview of the User Voices:

BA_MiniSquare.tnw FX_Atmo.tnw 

BA_Xbass.tnw  FX_Long.tnw 

CO_CombKit1.tnw FX_Short.tnw 

CO_CombKit2.tnw SQ_DarkUni.tnw 

DR_AnalogKit1.tnw SQ_Xsynth.tnw 

DR_AnalogKit2.tnw VO_VocalsFemale.tnw 

DR_BreakKit.tnw  VO_VocalsMale.tnw 

DR_XdrumAdd.tnw VO_VocoderFemale.tnw 

DR_XdrumBasic.tnw VO_VocoderMale.tnw

The samples used in the Voices are also provided as 

WAV files. Hence you can use the downloadable 

Tenori-On User Voice Manager to individually  

re-map the drum and FX kits. This way you can  

    modify the supplied kits or  

    combine new ones from  

     the scratch. 

The User Voices “CO_CombKit1” and  

“CO_CombKit2” demonstrate how the sounds can be 

combined in a creative way. They use samples from 

different sample directories. Combining sounds really 

widens the sound variety enormously. 

So if you want to set up your own kits from the WAV 

files you first should audition the samples using a file 

player, sampler, or audio sequencer. Then simply drag 

and drop the samples you want to use into the Voice 

Manager software. 

This free sound library can be requested by sending an 

e-mail containing the keyword„Tenori-On European 

Voice & Samplebank“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 49 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly MOTIF News Guide.
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Free Tutorial DVD for MOTIF XS users
The free tutorial DVD “The World of MOTIF XS” (English language) is available 

for all registered european MOTIF XS users.

The DVD procures comprehensive instructions on how to use a MOTIF XS in a 

music production environment. The running time of over 3 hours covers deep  

insights in topics like interactive Arpeggios, live performances, sampling,  

recording sessions, Cubase AI and much more.

To request this DVD simply write an e-mail to:

musicproduction@yamaha.de

Please give your name, address, serial number of your MOTIF XS, and the  

keyword “The World of MOTIF XS” - even if you already are a registered  

MOTIF XS user. 

The request of this DVD can be combined with the request of any other “goodie” for MOTIF XS users, like the  

“European Loyalty Program”. Important note: This DVD can not be shipped outside Europe!

Cubase AI tutorial videos for registered users
Thanks to the cooperation between Yamaha and 

Steinberg most of the recent instruments and mixing 

desks from the Yamaha Music Production range 

have the DAW software Cubase AI included – for 

those who do not own a DAW software yet this is 

one good reason more to buy from Yamaha. Even 

more Cubase AI is a music production tool with 

functions which were exclusive for high-end studios 

not very long time ago.

Even better: European customers buying a Yamaha 

Music Production instrument with included Cubase 

AI software are qualified to request a free English language tutorial CD from ASK Video containing 23 videos on how 

to use Cubase AI4.

The CD is English language only and only available as long stocks last. So better be quick – request your CD by  

sending an e-mail containing the serial number of your Yamaha instrument and your name and address to:

musicproduction@yamaha.de

MOTIF XS users can order this CD in combination with the tutorial DVD “The World of MOTIF XS”. 

Important note: This CD-ROM can not be shipped outside Europe!
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Easy Sounds for recent Yamaha synthesizers

„Stage & Studio“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, 
MO

128 Voices. The ultimate top-40 and live set! • 
The version for MOTIF XS contains 40 additional  • 

Performances (split and layer sounds) perfect for stage

This universal collection features the most important 
standard instrument and synthesizer sounds for live gigging 
and entertainment. Outstanding performance and power. 
Test-driven by musicians.

„Dance Xpanded“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices, 64 WAV drum loops, 100 MIDI loops • 
64 MB samples + 100 User Arpeggios (MOTIF ES) • 

„Dance Xpanded” is the ultimate set for Dance, Trance, 
Electronic, Chill Out, and Pop. The 128 Voices include 
atmospheres, pads, leads, synth basses, chord synths, gated 
pads, and arpsounds. Top analogue sound and excellent new 
synth Waveforms!

„Hypnotic Stepz“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 ES, MO
128 Voices + 120 MB Waveforms (MOTIF XS/ES),  • 

163 drum loops + step sequencer emulation  
(Cubase/Logic)

This is the set for those MOTIF users having a faible for 
step sequencers and analogue synth sounds. Here you‘ll hear 
outstanding combinations of synth sounds, drum sounds, 
and drum grooves.

„Chill Xperience“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 6 demo songs (all versions)• 
24 Performances, 92 drum loops (MOTIF XS)• 

Soundset for Chill Out, Lounge, Ambient, New Age,  
Electronic, and related genres. These sounds offer a high 
degree of musical inspiration. Soft sound spheres, pleasant 
pads, spacy leads, chilling effects, remakes of traditional 
sounds...

Synth Universe – Vol. 1 = „Magical Pads“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, 
MO

128 Voices, 64 MB synth Waveforms (MOTIF XS / ES)• 

„Magical Pads” features warm, analogue pad sounds with 
huge atmosphere. Refined with sweeps, swells, synth bras-
ses, atmo sounds, and musical effect sounds.

Synth Universe – Vol. 2 = „Mystic Spheres“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 60 MB synth Waveforms (MOTIF XS/ES)• 

„Mystic Sphere” is perfect for Ambient and Electronic.  
It contains atmospheres, pads, sound effects, spacy  
synth leads, trance sounds, vocal pads, and analogue  
vintage sounds.

„Synth Xtreme“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 124 MB synth Waveforms  • 

(MOTIF XS/ES)

The Voice Bank “Synth Xtreme” features a vast range of 
fat, analogue synth sounds in a high-class quality. They 
work perfect for Trance, Electronic, Techno, and many other 
genres of trendy pop music.

The combinations of synth sounds with drum and bass loops 
make an excellent basis for your own songs. Several demo 
tracks (each provided in many different formats) make your 
first steps easy as cake.

„Vocoder Dreamz“ 

for MOTIF XS
128 Voices + 64 Performances + 96 MB samples• 

„Vocoder Dreamz” combines vocoder Voices, vocal phrase 
kits, and drum loop kits. The Performances have some synth 
Voice Presets added. The vocal phrases and drum loops are 
controlled by User Arpeggios.  
Its speciality are the vocoder choirs.

„Organ Session“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 120 MB samples (MOTIF XS/ES)• 

This set is an impressive emulation of the legendary  
Hammond B3. Smacky organ sounds with concise key  
click and controllable percussion. Rocky and jazzy  
Hammond sounds...

„Drum Performer“

for MOTIF XS und MOTIF ES
40 drum kits, 400 drum samples (200 MB), Arpeggios...• 

Comprehensive soundset featuring „real drums“ recorded in 
several complex sampling sessions. These drums sound dry, 
fat, and punchy. Impressive live drum sound.

Pricing:

Each soundset (download / CD-ROM) = 32,- EUR

These soundsets are exclusively available from:

EASY SOUNDS – Peter Krischker

Am Langberg 97 A

D-21033 Hamburg

Telephone: +49 40 - 738 62 23

e-mail: vertrieb@easysounds.de

Website: http://www.easysounds.de
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Imprint & further links

Important websites for MOTIF users

Official international Yamaha website for  

synthe sizers including a comprehensive  

download section 

http://www.yamahasynth.com/

Official website of Yamaha Music  

Europe GmbH 

http://www.yamaha-europe.com

American MOTIF support website including  

message board + KEYFAX webshop + „XSpand 

Your World“ downloads 

http://www.motifator.com/

EASY SOUNDS website + webshop sounds and 

USB sticks for Yamaha synths 

http://www.easysounds.de

John Melas MOTIF Site 

Editor softwares for the MOTIF series 

http://www.jmelas.gr/motif/

MOTIF News Guide History

You can download all already published english 

editions as one single ZIP file using this link to the 

EASY SOUNDS website: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/NewsGuides_E.zip 

 

A full overview of the topics of all already  

published editions can be downloaded here: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/History.zip

Furthermore you can download a free MOTIF XS 

Quick Guide that is made of all single articles  

and workshops ever been published in the  

MOTIF News Guide:  

http://www.easysounds.eu/MotifXSGuide.zip

Yamaha MOTIF News Guide

The official News Guide about the Yamaha Music 

Production Synthesizers MOTIF XS, MOTIF ES,  

MO & S series and Computer Music Instruments

Published by

EASY SOUNDS 

Peter Krischker 

Am Langberg 97 A 

D-21033 Hamburg 

Telephone: +49 40 - 738 62 23

in cooperation with

Yamaha Music Europe GmbH 

Siemensstraße 43 

D-25462 Rellingen 

Telephone: +49 40 - 30 30

e-mail: motifnews@easysounds.de

The free MOTIF News Guide is published monthly 

and contains news, tips & tricks, software offers, and 

interviews on and around Yamaha synthesizers of 

the MOTIF series, S series, MO series, MM series, 

Tenori-On, and articles about recording, software, and 

Computer Music Instruments.

You can subscribe or unsubscribe to the free MOTIF 

News Guide by sending an informal e-mail to:  

motifnews@easysounds.de
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