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A-maze-ing work - thanks to Yamaha

Lately you were on the road with Xavier Naidoo, 

tell us a little about the tour.

It was a very nice tour over the whole summer. We al-

ways had luck with the weather, because it was either 

really nice or if rain was announced, it wasn‘t coming. 

It was a nice time, although tough, because I often had 

other gigs on the off-days.

But a nice, well-rehearsed band, a super crew and 

Xavier‘s relaxed manner provided for a lot of fun and 

a good flow, which of course was noticeable on the 

gigs.

Were there some major fails, spinal tap moments 

or travel anecdotes on this tour?

A special feature of this tour was that we had been 

thinking of doing club gigs without Xavier on off-

days, if we could find a suitable club and time. We 

could actually do that in Vienna and Dresden and it 

was great because we did a lot of jamming and mixed 

and merged song parts.

Prior to our last gig at the Loreley, we have organized 

a football match „band“ versus „crew“. That was very 

fun and luckily no one has been hurt so that the gig 

would have been endangered. Unfortunately, the guys 

from the crew are all very good kickers, so the 1:4 

defeat is still worth to be a great success for us. By 

the way: The consolation goal for us was shot by the 

„Cheffe“ Xavier himself!

You are playing Yamaha synths fo six years now. 

What was the decisive point to use the MOTIF-

series?

Originally I was looking for a stage piano for the tour 

with the Rilke Project. After I had tested a number 

of candidates, I noticed that the MOTIF ES8 had an 

excellent keyboard and very good piano sounds. So I 

started to work with the MOTIF. It has proven itself 

not only on this tour, I could also use it later as a very 

good all-rounder with other tours. 

For the shows with Xavier it was a great advantage, to 

be able to load samples of the studio production.

It was a plain sailing since very early in this 

career that Mathias „Maze“ Leber was to 

become a musician. After all, the Frankfurt 

born received piano lessons since the 

age of five. And it was worth it. But 

if you now presume him to be seen 

dressed in a black suit letting his 

fingers fly over the keyboard to 

classical standards, then you‘re 

wrong. Since 1991, Maze works as a keyboar-

dist with a variety of projects, from Bade-

salz to the Rodgau Monotones, from Edo 

Zanki to Simon Collins, from Glashaus to 

Xavier Naidoo - all benefit from 

the „Commander“‘s artistry. 

He took some time to do an 

interview with us. 
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What are the key criteria for you in selecting your 

instruments?

The emotional first impression is very important to 

me. You play an instrument for the first time and you 

are instantly in love. Sounds, feel, usability and not 

least design are important factors. Of course, then 

more rational reasons for a device come to the fore: 

Can I use it to achieve things I can not do with my 

other keyboards? Are the possibilities expandable? Is 

the instrument robust enough to withstand the hard life 

on the road? 

The equipment I actually play in a band depends on 

the music and my parts in the arrangement. With 

Xavier we are two keyboardists and we make sure that 

each of us is as flexible as possible, but we won‘t take 

an instrument twice.

Which of the modes of the MOTIF do you play 

most?

Mainly the Voice and the Performance mode, only 

sometimes the Song or Pattern mode. The selection of 

the sounds is done using the Master mode, which ma-

kes the ordering of sounds very easy and also features 

extensive master keyboard functions, so that I can set 

up all keyboard zones, all the sounds and programs of 

the other keyboards with a single press on a button.

Are you using any special sound sets?

I‘ve programmed most of the sounds by myself, as 

I‘ve modified a good preset sound and refined it. Some 

sounds were imported from a MOTIF Sound-CD. So-

metimes I also exchange sounds with other keyboard 

players like Tobi Reiss, who plays for Laith Al-Deen, 

or with my students at the Pop Academy.

What advices do you give young keyboard players 

who are looking for „their“ instrument?

The most important thing is to trust your own ability 

to judge. All the available reviews mean nothing, if 

you don‘t like the piano sound! Often the combinati-

on of instruments is important. But regardless of the 

choice of instrument you should definitely take time 

to intensively muck around with it. Many keyboard 

players don‘t use the potential of their equipment.

What are the most important innovations of the 

last 20 years on the synthesizer market for you?

In general, the operability has improved thanks to bet-

ter displays and more controllers. Useful features such 

as „Tap Tempo“ are found more often now. An impor-

tant trend was the return to essentials, such as which 

basic sounds are essential or which vintage sounds 

have never lost their importance plus the knowledge 

of how these sounds can be reproduced.

Which are the five albums that have inspired you 

the most!

1. The Cardigans „Gran Turismo“ 

2. Daft Punk „Alive 2007“ 

3. Jamiroquai „Emergency on planet earth“ 

4. Sting „Bring on the night“ 

5. Iron Maiden „Killers“

If you were allowed to set up a super group, who 

would be the musicians you‘ve ever wanted to play 

with?

Much rather than setting up a band of gunslingers,  

I would like to play keyboards in bands such as  

Daft Punk, The Black Crowes, Jay-Z, Jamiroquai, 

Depeche Mode, Me‘Shell Ndegeocello, Justin Timber-

lake, Faithless, or Radiohead.

What are your plans for 2011?

In 2011 the new album by Edo Zanki will be pub-

lished, that we were allowed to record as a band, 

followed by a tour. I would also like to turn as many 

of my own song ideas into finished songs, and write 

more with other people. I also work in a learning 

method for keyboard players, which is unique in scale 

and concept.
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MOTIF XF Workshop: User Waveforms, Samples,  
Files & more 

Having discussed all the features of the new 

Yamaha MOTIF XF synthesizer in the last two 

editions, we are going to take a closer look 

at the area with the most significant changes 

compared to the previous model MOTIF XS. 

The User Waveforms and Samples can now be stored 

in the built-in SDRAM (128 MB) or in the optional 

Flash Memory Expansion Modules (max 2 GB). The 

most important basic information about this topic can 

be found in the News Guides 08/2010 (pages 3 - 8) 

and 09/2010 (pages 5 - 6).

Here‘s a short summary of the information.

Overview

In the MOTIF XF the User Waveforms and Samples 

can either be stored in the SDRAM or in the optional 

Flash Memory.

Data from the SDRAM (synchronous dynamic RAM) 

is lost when the instrument is powered off. It is there-

fore necessary to always store all User Waveforms and 

Samples located in the SDRAM onto an USB memory 

device or a connected computer that‘s connected via 

ethernet before switching off.

The SDRAM is limited to 128 MB and 128 User 

Waveforms.

There is no extension required for the SDRAM. This 

volatile sample memory is pre-installed.

All sample data produced with INTEGRATED  

SAMPLING are first stored in the SDRAM.

User Waveforms and Samples located in the SDRAM 

can be stored as an „all“ file or separately as an „all 

wave form“ file together with all other user data.

Alternatively, User Waveforms and Samples located in 

the SDRAM can be copied into the Flash Memory.

User Waveforms and Samples located in the SDRAM 

can be selected and edited in INTEGRATED SAMP-

LING (EDIT).
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Samples in WAV and AIFF format can be imported 

into the SDRAM.

The optional Flash Memory Expansion Module 

(FL512M / FL1024M) is used as a „non-volatile“ 

storage for User Waveforms and Samples, so they will 

remain at hand at any time in the memory, even if the 

instrument is powered off.

The Flash module FL512M features a memory of 

512 MB, the FL1024M a memory of 1 GB.

Since two modules (FL1 + FL2) can be installed,  

the maximum Flash Memory can be extended to up  

to 2 GB.

The management functions for the Flash Memoriy can 

be found in UTILITY - F6 Flash. There is a complete 

list of all User Waveforms stored in the Flash Memory.

The functions for the deletion of Waveforms or the 

formatting of the Flash Memoriy can be found there, 

too.

The Flash Memory is solely for storing User Wave-

forms and Samples. The editing of User Waveforms 

and Samples is always done in the SDRAM.

Integrated Sampling

The Integrated Sampling allows the flexible use of 

samples in all modes, for example as audio tracks 

in Songs and Patterns. Samples may also be used in 

a more conventional approach in the Voice mode: 

You can record or import samples and assign them to 

different keyboard zones to build a Multisample like 

in normal samplers.

In order to understand the recording, editing and 

management of Multisamples, we first need to explain 

some terms that are associated with sampling in the 

MOTIF XF.

Multisamples und Waveforms

In the MOTIF XF samples always appear as  

Waveforms.

A Waveform is a group of Keybanks. A Waveform 

includes at least one and up to 128 Keybanks.  

A Keybank is a keyboard and velocity zone with a 

Sample assigned to it. So in the MOTIF XS a Multi-

sample is the result of a Waveform that contains sever-

al Keybanks with different key and velocity zones.

When you record or import a new Sample with the 

MOTIF XF a new Waveform with at least one Key-

bank is created in any case. This happens regardless 

of the Mode the Sample was loaded into. Even if 

you import a Sample in WAV or AIFF format, a new 

Waveform is created automatically.

Even if the sampling is taking place in the Song or 

Pattern mode, thus resulting in Sample Voices for 

audio tracks, it will always generate Waveforms.

So INTEGRATED SAMPLING also means that all 

loaded or recorded Samples from the different modes 

are managed together as User Waveforms in the 

SDRAM or Flash Memory.

The File mode

A precise knowledge of the File mode is required to be 

able to efficiently manage User Waveforms and Samp- 
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les in the SDRAM and Flash Memory storage areas.

To load or save files, press FILE. This display will 

appear:

Important Note: 

After selecting a file in the „Directory / File“ list there 

is a risk that you inadvertently change your selection. 

This happens when the CURSOR UP / DOWN buttons 

are used to navigate in the lower display 

area.

To prevent this you should always use 

the the CURSOR LEFT / RIGHT buttons 

to navigate between the display areas.

In the lower left area of the File display 

(4 + 5) the data type to be stored or 

loaded (File Type) and the destination 

memory location (e.g. Voice Bank/Num-

ber, Performance Bank/Number, Song 

Number) is selected.

For some file types the lower right area of the File 

display (not visible in this figure) features additional 

parameters to determine the sample memory (SDRAM 

or Flash Memory) the User Waveforms and Samples 

contained in that file will be loaded.

This will be discussed later in more detail.

Loading User Waveforms and Samples 

The loading of User Waveforms and Samples into 

the SDRAM or the Flash Memory is done in the File 

mode.

It can be done with one of these file types:

„all“ (all User data)• 

„all voice“ (all User Voice data)• 

„1 bank voice“ (single User Voice Banks from an • 

„all“ or „all voice“ file)

„voice“ (single User Voices from an „all“ or • 

„all voice“ file)

„all waveform“ (all User Waveforms and Sam-• 

ples)

The File display of the MOTIF XF

At the top of the File display (1 + 2) the device (e.g. 

USB stick) and the current directory are shown.

Below that the directory / file list (3) occupies most 

of the space. Here the directories and files appear in 

alphabetical order. Except for the top line, which is 

used for jumping to the next upper directory.

Files and directories are identified by different sym-

bols.

To enter a directory move the cursor to the desired di-

rectory in the list „Directory / File“ and press ENTER.

To jump from the current directory to a upper level, 

move the cursor to the top row in the list „Directory 

/ File“ and press ENTER. Within the Directory / File 

list the cursor is moved with the INC / DEC keys or 

the data dial, while the navigation outside of this list is 

done with the cursor keys.
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„waveform“ (single User Waveforms including • 

their Samples from an „all waveform“ file)

„all song“ (all Songs including their Sample • 

Voices)

„song“ (single Songs including their Sample • 

Voices from an „all song“ file)

„all pattern“ (all Patterns including their Samp-• 

le Voices)

„pattern“ (single Patterns including their Samp-• 

le Voices from an „all pattern“ file)

„sample voice“ (single Sample Voices from an • 

„all“, „all song“ or „all pattern“ file)

„WAV“• 

„AIFF“• 

All of the above listed file types can include samples.

If you want to load User Waveforms and Samples 

which are parts of complete Voice Banks, you would 

choose the file type „all“, „all voice“ or „1 bank 

voice“.

Single Voices, including their User Waveforms and 

Samples are loaded with the file type „voice“.

Whether the User Waveforms and Samples are loaded 

from parts of a Voice Bank or as single Voices - they 

are automatically assigned to the correct Voices. Even 

when the User Waveforms are appended to other 

Waveforms already loaded in the Flash Memory or 

SDRAM and thus get other Waveform numbers than 

in their original file. In this case, an automatic correc-

tion is made in the Voice.

The User Waveforms and Samples can also be loaded 

independently from the Voices, complete in one „all 

waveform“ file or individually in „waveform“ files. 

But here no auto-assignment is done, you need to ma-

nually assign the User Waveforms to your Voices.

The file type „sample voice“ is solely used in con-

nection with Songs and Patterns. If INTEGRATED 

SAMPLING was used to record new Samples, they 

will be saved along with the Songs or Patterns as 

„Sample Voices“.

External Samples can be imported into the MOTIF XF 

with the file type „WAV“ and „AIFF“.

The management of Voices, User Waveforms and 

Samples has been significantly improved in the  

MOTIF XF compared to the MOTIF XS.

On the MOTIF XS the loading of several single 

Voices using the same Waveform resulted in dupli-

cates, leading to increased memory consumption. So 

by compiling an individual Voice and Sample library 

it was necessary to manually locate and delete the 

duplicate Waveforms and then correct the Waveform 

assignment in the Voices. On the MOTIF XF this is no 

longer required.

If you sequentially load multiple Voices one by one 

from a file and these Voices use the same User Wave-

form, the Waveform is only loaded once. Duplicates 

are detected, the Voices are automatically assigned to 

the correct User Waveform. This function works with 

both sample memories, the SDRAM and the Flash 

Memory.

If the same Waveforms are loaded from different files, 

they are not considered duplicates. By this an acciden-

tal overwriting is prevented, for example when diffe-

rent Waveforms of different soundsets coincidentally 

have the same name.
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That‘s why the user should ensure that all Waveforms 

within a soundset have a unique name, since the auto-

matic prevention of duplicates is a huge relief in the 

compiling of Voice libraries with Voices of different 

sets.

As mentioned above, in the lower part of the File 

display additional parameters appear when you are 

loading files containing User Waveforms and Samples.

For the data stored in the Flash Memory before 

executing SAVE you can select on the left bottom of 

the display (under the file type), whether the Samples 

should be saved or not. If „FL1“ or „FL2“ is selected, 

the Waveform data is stored including the Samples. 

If „FL1 without sample“ or „FL2 without sample“ 

is selected, the Waveform data is stored without the 

Samples.

This option allows you to store the contents of the 

SDRAM independently from the contents of the Flash 

Memory.

Files that are saved with the option „without sample“ 

are automatically given a reference to identify their 

save-option:

.n1 = FL1 without sample• 

.n2 = FL2 without sample• 

.n3 = FL1 + FL2 without sample• 

At the bottom right of the display you can select the 

target memory block (USR, FL1, and FL2) for each 

memory block (USR, FL1 and FL2) contained in a file 

before loading it.

If „USR“ is selected, the data of the corresponding 

memory blocks are loaded into the SDRAM. If „FL1“ 

or „FL2“ are selected, the data will be loaded into the 

Flash Memory 1 or 2.

If „FL1 without sample“ or „FL2 without sample“ is 

selected, the corresponding User Waveforms will be 

loaded into the respective Flash Memory without their 

Samples.

In the default setting shown above (USR> USR, FL1> 

FL1, FL2> FL2), the User Waveforms and Samples 

are loaded like they have been saved. This setting is 

useful, for example, if you previously have saved a 

complete library using the flash memory and want 

to re-load it again. Here FL1 > FL1 is essential, 

because the original data stored on Flash Memory 1 

are re-loaded into Flash Memory 1.

Alternatively FL1 > FL2 can be set if the original data 

from Flash Memory 1 should now be loaded to Flash 

Memory 2.

If a library is loaded whose User Waveforms and 

Samples were stored in the SDRAM and now should 

be re-loaded to the SDRAM again, the default setting 

(USR > USR) has not to be changed.

If you want to load data into the Flash Memory 1 that 

was previously stored in the SDRAM, the first row is 

to be set to „USR > FL1“.

This setting can also be used if you want to load exis-

ting data in MOTIF XS format into the Flash Memory.

Loading into the Flash Memory

The easiest way to load User Waveforms and Samples 

into the Flash Memory is to load an existing „all“ file.

Steps to load complete memory contents 

(„all“ files):

In FILE mode set Type to „all“• 

Select the file to be loaded in the Directory / File • 

list using INC / DEC buttons 
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Navigate with the cu• rsor > to the lower area 

of the display. Don‘t use the cursor keys UP / 

DOWN, otherwise your file selection will be 

changed

At the bottom right of the display change the  • 

first parameter of the target memory block from 

USR > USR to USR > FL1. The other settings 

(FL1 > FL1, FL2 > FL2) remain unchanged

Press SF2 Load and confirm with YES. The • 

message „Now loading ...“ appears followed by 

„Now installing to the flash memory expansion 

modules.“

By setting the target memory block „USR > FL1“ it is 

ensured that User Waveforms and Samples that were 

originally stored in the SDRAM are now loaded into 

the Flash Memory. This setting is also required if a 

MOTIF XS All file is to be loaded.

A disadvantage of loading an ‚all‘ file into the  

MOTIF XF may be that the current Performances, 

Songs, Patterns, and Masters will be overwritten. If 

this is not desired, the Voice Banks, including their 

User Waveforms and Samples can be loaded individu-

ally. This possibility is also advantageous if you want 

to compile Voice Banks of different libraries.

Steps to load single Voice Banks:

In FILE mo• de set Type to „1 bank voice“

Bank = select the destination Bank USR 1,  • 

USR 2, USR 3, or USR 4

In Directory („Dir“) use the INC / DEC  • 

buttons to select the file from which the Bank  

is to be loaded

Press ENTER to get to the list of the Banks  • 

contained in the file. This may take a moment

Select the Bank to be loaded (USR 1, USR 2, • 

USR 3, USR 4, or UDR) from the Directory / 

File list. When UDR is selected, the target Bank 

below is automatically changed to UDR

Use the cursor > to navigate to the lower area • 

of the display. Don‘t use the cursor keys UP / 

DOWN, otherwise your Bank selection will be 

changed
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At the bottom right of the display change the  • 

first parameter of the target memory block from 

USR > USR to USR > FL1. The other settings 

(FL1 > FL1, FL2 > FL2) remain unchanged

Press SF2 Load and confirm with YES. The • 

message „Now loading ...“ appears followed by 

„Now installing to the flash memory expansion 

modules.“

After the first Bank has be loaded, you may repeat 

these steps to add another Bank from the same or a 

different file. Of course, a different Destination Bank 

should be selected.

By the way: User Voice Bank 1 and the Performance 

Bank 1 contain the new content of the MOTIF XF. 

It is therefore recommended to not overwrite these 

Banks and instead use the User Banks 2, 3, and 4

Steps to load single Voices:

In the VOICE mode press FILE• 

Set Type to „voice“• 

Bank = select the destination Bank USR 1,  • 

USR 2, USR 3, or USR 4

In Directory („Dir“) use the INC / DEC buttons • 

to select the file from which the single Voice is to 

be loaded

Press ENTER to get to the list of the Banks  • 

contained in the file. This may take a moment

Select the Voice to be loaded from the Directory • 

/ File list. The Voice Banks can be selected using 

their corresponding buttons (USR 1, USR 2,  

USR 3, USR 4, or UDR)

Use the cursor > to navigate to the lower area • 

of the display. Don‘t use the cursor keys UP / 

DOWN, otherwise your Voice selection will be 

changed

At the bottom of the display (Bank) select the • 

target Bank USR1, USR2, USR3, USR4, or  

USR DR and the target Voice number

At the bottom right of the display you might • 

change the first parameter of the target memory 

block from USR > USR to USR > FL1 if neces-

sary. The other settings (FL1 > FL1, FL2 > FL2) 

remain unchanged

Press SF2 Load and confirm with YES. The • 

message „Now loading ...“ appears followed by 

„Now installing to the flash memory expansion 

modules.“ 

You can also load User Waveforms with similar steps 

as in the above examples, simply use the File types 

„all waveform“ (complete) or „waveform“ (single 

Waveforms).

Copying from SDRAM to Flash Memory

Instead of loading data into the Flash Memory using 

the File mode you could copy or move the User Wave-

forms and Samples from the SDRAM individually or 

completely into the Flash Memory.

If the Flash Memory already contains Waveforms, the 

copied Waveforms are added. The Voices using these 

Waveforms are automatically corrected to be assigned 

to the new waveform numbers.

The steps:

INTEGRATED SAMPLING• 

JOB - F3 - Other: Copy to Flash Memory• 

ENTER• 

Waveform ... (set Number or „all“)• 

ENTER + YES• 

If the option „Delete All“ is selected for the execution 

of the job, the User Waveforms and Samples are  

deleted in the SDRAM while they are copied  

(meaning they are moved to the Flash Memory).
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DTX Guide – Part 5: Trigger settings

by Ralf Mersch

Since each drummer has his own individual 

way of playing, you should take some time 

and adjust the trigger settings. Whether jazz 

or rock drummer, the DTX900 offers a strong 

potential to find the optimal settings.

Setting the trigger output level

There is a small knob on the back of the DTX pads 

that adjusts the trigger output level. First, the knob 

should be on its center position.

This is important for all other settings!

should change the setup. Press the [Trigger] button to 

enter the trigger mode. You can now change the set-

ting using the data dial. There's a table of the available 

settings in the manual. It is also possible to assign a 

suitable pad type to each trigger input. Press [F2] in 

the Trigger mode and hit the desired pad. Select Pad 

Type using the cursor keys and change the setting 

using the data dial.

Selecting the Trigger Setup / Pad Type

The DTX900 is preset to the new pads (XP Wide). 

If you connect other Yamaha pads or triggers, you 

Trigger Setup menu

Pad Type menu
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Setting the Trigger sensitivity

Now about the fine tuning. Press the [Trigger] button 

to enter the trigger mode. Then press [F3]. Hit the pad 

you want to edit. Now you are able to change the valu-

es Gain (2), Curve (3), Level (4), and Velocity (5):

(rejection of signals). For example if you hear a cym-

bal when you hit a tom pad, you should change these 

values. However these values are already pre-set to 

their optimum, but things may vary.

"Gain" is the•  input gain of the pad

"Curve" defines the ratio of the velocity signal to • 

the impact force

"Level" sets the level range within which the • 

velocity is changed 

"Velocity" defines the range within which the • 

sound of the voice is produced. There are five 

programmed velocity curves, which you should 

try. The default setting is "norm". However all 

values can be changed regardless of the pre-

programmed curves. Thus, each drummer can 

program and store his personal settings!

Here "learning by doing" is the key. Every drummer 

will notice very quickly how these settings change the 

behavior of the Drum Kit.

Setting the Rejection

To avoid false trigger signals generated by hardware 

or vibration, the DTX900 offers a Rejection function 

Press t• he [Trigger] button

Press the [F4] key• 

Hit the desired pad (1)• 

Use the cursor keys to highlight the respective • 

parameters and change them with the data dial

Reject Time (2) - this value defines when an input • 

signal will be admitted again

Reject Level From All (3), the signals from all the • 

other triggers, which fall below this value, are 

not transferred

Reject Level From *** (4), here you can set the • 

trigger signal which is disturbing in particular, 

for instance for the tom 

Example: Tom triggers cymbal  

Solution: Value (4) must be set to "tom"  

and increased

Setting the cymbal pads

The correct installation of the cymbal pads and the 

hihat is very important. Yamaha provides catches for 

all cymbal pads. These catches are mounted to the 
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cymbal or to the hihat stands. They will keep the pads 

in their best position.

The cymbal pads have a small knob control on the 

backside, which adjust the trigger output level. In the 

following picture the best effective range of the trigger 

unit is highlighted.

Save the settings

You should save your settings as they are lost when 

you turn off the DTX900. After you are finished with 

making your settings, press  [ENTER / STORE]. Then 

enter the user memory number with the data dial. 

Press [ENTER / STORE] a second time. Confirm with 

[INC / YES]. You can also enter an unique name for 

your personal Trigger Setup.

Remember to also save your settings on an USB stick!

Now change the General Settings so that the DTX900 

starts with your Trigger Setups

Press [Utility] • 

Press [F1] (GENERAL)• 

Press [SF4] (START-UP)• 

Highlight the Trigger-No (1) using the cursor • 

buttons and change the setting to your user setup 

using the data dial

Press [ENTER / STORE] to save the setting • 
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by hape13

Instead of a workshop you‘ll get a very special 

bonus: I could win the man, whose diverse 

activities associated with „us“ YAMAHA are 

countless, for an interview: Peter Krischker, 

(universal) freelancer for the Yamaha Corpo-

ration, owner - manager - sales admin and 

production staff in personal union of the com-

pany Easy Sounds and top consultant in the 

synth-forum under the name „Profsynth“. 

Peter, first of all I‘d like to thank you on behalf of all 

our readers for your willingness to open up to us with 

this interview, the opportunity to learn something 

personal from you, and perhaps to provide a glimpse 

behind the scenes of your many activities.

The alert reader could already tell a small section of 

your band activities from the September 2009 edition. 

Maybe you can summarize how you ever got into mu-

Mr. Easy Sounds himself: Peter Krischker

sic and how you came from playing guitar to playing 

and programming sounds for keyboards. 

It was in the sixties that my enthusiasm for beat 

music led me into music. Bands like the Beatles, 

Rolling Stones, Beach Boys, Kinks, The Who, 

Spencer Davis Group, Bee Gees and many others 

were my favorites. 

At 17, I traded my bike for an electric guitar and 

that was when my fate was sealed. The resulting 

passion has been preserved up to this day.. 

In the seventies I played guitar and bass in diffe-

rent bands. However, when the first synthesizers 

were available, I was immediately drawn to the 

keys, because I‘ve always had a certain penchant 

for tweaking sounds - which started by recording 

with my first tape recorder, a Grundig TK125.



16

MUSIC PRODUCTION GUIDE

O c t o b e r  2 0 1 0

Until the early nineties I played in a few bands 

before I finally devoted my time to the sound  

programming.

Was your general school education or professional 

training already under the heading of music or was 

there a change of direction?

In school the music lessons were more of a red 

cloth. Each had to do some audition - that‘s it. I‘m 

an absolute self-taught and unfortunately I never 

had instrument-based music education.

And my former profession as a social worker had 

nothing to do with music. I gave up my job in 

1993, when I realised that I could earn my living 

from the income as a freelance sound programmer.

How did you come to collaborate with Yamaha?

I introduced myself to Yamaha when the SY99 

came to the market and received several orders for 

programming sound sets. The first products crea-

ted by me back then where „Organ & Accordion“ 

and a film music sound set I‘ve forgotten the name 

of. The cooperation then has intensified over the 

years. For the QS300 and the CS1x I had the first 

opportunity to make a contribution to the factory 

sounds. 

You‘ve often been to the Yamaha Mothership in Japan. 

The difference in mentality of people from Asia and 

Europe is well known. What are your personal experi-

ences?

I immediately noticed the friendly, gentle contact 

with each other. I have rarely seen aggressive 

behavior. On my very first stay in Japan I learned 

the great helpfulness as a busy executive navigated 

me through the whole vast throng to get me to the 

right train in the last minute and even helped me to 

buy the ticket.
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At first glance, one might suspect that you‘ve perfectly 

connected your hobby with your work. Is it true?

A separation between work and leisure time is 

rather strange when you work with so much 

passion. There is no time anyway for a hobby in 

its usual sense. Nevertheless, you have to relax 

by doing other things such as traveling, cycling, 

enjoying good food (preferably indian) or simply 

reading a good book.

Many readers will not know and honestly even I was 

not aware: EASY SOUNDS is celebrating its 20th an-

niversary this year. Now that would be reason enough 

alone and would certainly provide ample material for 

a special interview. What‘s your résumé in the context 

of a 20-year history of your company?

Well, in this industry there is no time for anni-

versary celebrations. But it‘s not long until the 

25th. I promise - that will be celebrated!

EASY SOUNDS began as one of many of sound 

providers for synthesizers like the SY77, M1, 

Wavestation, Microwave, Korg 01W. After a short 

period of time the Yamaha PD-Service arose - the 

prequel of today‘s promotional work around the 

MOTIF News Guide and the goodies. At that time 

we had free sounds on diskette for the cost of the 

shipping fee and „Tips, tricks and information“ as 

printed brochures. 

A first highlight was the wide range of sounds and 

samples for the SY99. There was a huge demand 

for years - just as today with the MOTIF.

With the start of the MOTIF-series EASY SOUNDS 

clearly stepped to the background. Due to the 

strong increase in programming for Yamaha Japan 

there was hardly any time for the development of 

new sound sets.
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This changed significantly with the appearance of 

the MOTIF ES. At that time I began producing the 

highly successful MOTIF Soundlibrary which has 

become my main activity next to the Japan jobs.

Over the past years you probably had more synthe-

sizers, keyboards, etc. under your fingers as probably 

50 keyboardist from our ranks together. Do you have 

one or more favorites among them and can you outline 

why?

Currently my favorite is the MOTIF XS. Here I can 

live out all my creativity and also secure my living. 

But I don‘t want to become blinkered in my work 

and continue to muck with other synths such as the 

Jupiter-8 or the Virus Indigo. Plus there are some 

softwaresynths on my computer.

From the portfolio of your „sound forge“ one may also 

get a clue of your favorite music style. What kind of 

music do you like and hear the most?

Of the more modern musical styles I like Dance, 

Trance, Electronic, Chill Out, R & B but also some 

pop songs. I also like to hear „old stuff“ like Steve 

Winwood, Pink Floyd, Earth Band, Tangerine 

Dream, Jean Michel Jarre, etc. But overall, I have 

far too little time to listen to music.

Do you have time, desire and opportunity to actively 

make music, whether for you or even with others?

I get to actually make music by doing demos for 

my sound sets. That‘s always a nice conclusion of 

the projects.

Do you have a dream concerning your music or your 

work - and if so, would you tell it to us?

Maybe building a whole new synth in a team work 

with developers and designers...

Personally I experience you very busy at work for 

almost no discernible limits of working hours. Do you 

sometimes wish for a „nine-to-five job“? 

Not really. This would significantly narrow the 

creativity and dynamics involved in the projects. 

You know, a painter or a novelist doesn‘t look on 

his watch and says: Now I can call it a day.

In the next few weeks, the new MOTIF XF will be 

available. What part did you have in the creation of 

the new content?

In the Yamaha sound designer team I have the role 

of the specialist for synthesizer sounds. This ap-

plies to both the MOTIF series and for the TYROS 

models. For the MOTIF XF I had the opportunity 

of an integrated sound design. This means that I 

could program new Waveforms, Voices, Perfor-

mances, and Arpeggios in the same phase of work. 

Normally, these different phases must be adapted 

to the device development. But since the operating 

system was largely taken from the MOTIF XS, 

we could proceed differently this time. This had 

a certain impact on the Performances, which are 

composed more organic than before.

I have also developed a new programming tech-

nology for the Arpeggio Performances. Here the 

sub-function keys (SF1 - SF 5) are not only used 

to call up different Arpeggios for Parts 1 - 4, but 

also sound changes. This is done by control events 

contained in the Arpeggios which switch the  

Assignable Functions (AF1 & 2). So when  

switching from SF1 - SF5 different sets of Elements 

become active in the Voices. This results in impres-

sive and sometimes spectacular sound changes.
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How do you rate the importance of the Flash Memory 

in the MOTIF XF?

The Flash Memory of the 

MOTIF XF offers the op-

portunity to build an ex-

tensive individual „Wave 

ROM“. Of this we have 

actually been dreaming a 

long time.

For me as a sound provi-

der this is a great oppor-

tunity, too. In the future 

sample-based sound  

libraries will become 

even more important than they were for  

MOTIF XS.

With the MOTIF XF it is possible to set up your 

own best-of compilation that is always available 

from a variety of different sound files and libraries. 

In addition to the sound sets already available - for 

they have been taken over from the MOTIF XS - 

EASY SOUNDS is producing special Flash Memo-

ry bundles, which combine several sound sets and 

newly developed sound content. 

You recently published the first volume of the sound 

library „FM Xpanded“. Can you tell us something 

about the other volumes?

With the first volume „Electric Piano & Clavinet“ 

I wanted to cover the most popular category of 

FM sounds. The electric piano and Clavinet are 

strongly orientated on the most popular of the clas-

sic DX7 Voices. But by combining the FM sound 

modules with each other or with Preset Waves I 

also created new keyboard sounds, which have a 

distinctly unique character. 

This principle will also come into play in the other 

volumes. So there will be DX instrument with a 

high recognition value, such 

as DX-Brass, DX-Bells, 

DX-Bass, DX-Harp , etc. But 

it is also my goal to use the 

FM Synthwaves to program 

innovative and spectacular 

synthesizer sounds that are 

clearly different from all 

previous FM sounds.

Thank you for taking the 

time for this interview in-

between your manifold and 

time-intensive tasks. 

hp
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MOTIF Know How:  
Frequently asked questions – and their answers!

The following contains a selection of questions and their answers concerning Yamaha synthesizers, 

found in the Yamaha Synth Forum and answered by the Yamaha Europe Support Team.

On the request of many readers the most important FAQs from the MOTIF News Guides 2007 to 2009 are combined. 

Since the MOTIF News Guide is now published in two languages (German and English) it gained a lot of new readers 

which unfortunately have missed the older FAQs. And all long-time readers will get a smart overview.

MOTIF XS

Switching the Arpeggiator on/off via 
Sys-Ex

Question: 

Is it possible to switch the Arpeggiator of the 
MOTIF XS on/off using System Exclusive 
events?

Answer:

Sure, this can be done using the following Sys-
Ex-Strings:

VOICE MODE • 
 F0 43 10 7F 03 40 30 0D VAL F7  
 VAL= 00 or 01 for on/off

PERFORMANCE MODE  • 
 F0 43 10 7F 03 30 30 03 VAL F7  
 VAL= 00 or 01 for on/off

PATTERN/SONG Mixing-Mode • 
 MULTI PART (Song, Pattern)  
 F0 43 10 7F 03 38 pp 00 VAL F7  
 VAL= 00 or 01 for on/off 
 pp=Part Number, 00-0F,  
 Part 1-16, Normal, Drum, Sample 

COMMON EDIT (Song, Pattern)  • 
 F0 43 10 7F 03 36 30 03 VAL F7 

Source: ProfSynth
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MOTIF XS:

Loading single User Voices or Voice 
Banks

Question: 

How can I load single Voices or User Voice 
Banks including their User Waveforms and 
Samples into the MOTIF XS?

Answer:

By using the File Type „Voice“ you are able to 
load User Voices from an „all“ or an „all voice“ 
file onto an arbitrary memory location of an 
User Voice Bank.

In the File Display use the cursor buttons (up / 
down) to move between the Device selection, 
the list displayed („Dir“), the Type selection and 
possibly the selection of the target location. The 
selection of the files is done with DEC / INC or 
the dial.

Follow these steps:

FILE - Type Voice• 

Dir = Select the desired file and press ENTER • 
to open the Voice List. It‘s the Voice List of 
USER1 on the display, to be precise. You can 
use the buttons USER1, USER2, and USER3 
to switch between the Banks

In the Voice List, select the Voice to be loaded• 

At the bottom of the Display (Bank) you can • 
select the target bank USR1, USR2, or USR3

Select the Voice Number, which is to be the • 
target location

Press SF2 LOAD and YES • 

You can load individual User Voice Banks from 
an All-file to a User Voice Bank.

Follow these steps:

FILE - Type Voice• 

Dir = Select the desired file and press ENTER • 
to open the Voice List

Use the buttons USER1, USER2, or USER3 • 
to select the Bank that should be loaded. In 
the display each Voice List appears

Select the target Bank USR1, USR2, or USR3 • 
at the bottom of the display (Bank)

Select „All“ as Voice Number (this value • 
follows the number 128!)

Press SF2 LOAD and YES• 
Source: Peter Krischker
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Flash Memory Content for MOTIF XF

Yamaha is working with third party software 

vendors (KEYFAX, EASY SOUNDS, DSF, SONIC 

REALITY) to offer an extensive amount of free 

and optional Flash Memory content. 

From the first day of delivery all registered  

MOTIF XF users will have access to a free download 

file containing a first stock of Samples to build their 

own expandable sample library for the non-volatile 

Flash Memory of their MOTIF XF.

This Content Package contains three new User Voice 

Banks, 353 User Waveforms, 458 MB of Samples and 

12 User Drum Kits (Oriental Drums & Percussion).

Here is an overview of the Voice Banks contained in 

the Flash Memory Content Package:

User Voice Bank 1 – Factory Content

Contains the same content of the new MOTIF XF 

Factory Bank. That‘s why no additional Flash 

Memory content is added to this Bank.

User Voice Bank 2 – Yamaha Bank 

A selection of additional Voices from the Yamaha 

Library: S700 piano, organs, brass & reeds, sweet 

voices, pads.

User Voice Bank 3 -Third Party Bank

Organs, synth leads, synth comps, synth strings, 

pads, atmospheres... A Voice selection from the 

sound libraries of DCP PRODUCTIONS and 

EASY SOUNDS. This Bank for instance includes 

32 Voices from the EASY SOUNDS Libraries  

„Organ Session“ and „Phat Analog“ each.

User Voice Bank 4 – Oriental Instruments

128 Oriental instrument Voices, with micro-tuning, 

mainly programmed by the Turkish musician Mert 

Topel. If you want to play these Voices with a  

„normal“ tone scale, go to VOICE - EDIT -  

COMMON EDIT - F1 General - SF2 Play Mode 

and set the parameters Bank to „pre“ and Tuning 

Number to „1“.
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User Drum Voice Bank - Oriental Drums & 

Percussion 

The User Drum Voice Bank features twelve new 

Drumkits (Acoustic Drums, Oriental Percussion, 

Hip Hop, House...).

These Voice Banks can be individually loaded into 

the volatile SDRAM of the MOTIF XF, if no Flash 

Memory Module is installed.

It is also recommended to load the Voice Banks into 

the SDRAM for a quick audition of the material befo-

re loading them into the Flash Memory.

This free Flash Memory Content can be requested by 

sending an e-mail containing the keywords „MOTIF 

XF Flash Content“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

The MOTIF XF user will receive an e-mail from 

EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where  

the file can be downloaded. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Optional soundsets for the MOTIF XF

There will be a comprehensive software offering for 

the MOTIF XF from third party vendors.

Like for the MOTIF XS the soundforges KEYFAX 

(motifator.com) and EASY SOUNDS (easysounds.de) 

will be the leading developers.

Both companies plan to provide comprehensive Flash 

Memory Content Packages. Here is an overview of the 

planned EASY SOUNDS products:

MOTIF XF „Hypnotic Dance“

Dance, Trance, Electronic, Pop ... about 384 MB 

of Samples, 384 Voices, 64 Performances

Bundle of the sound libraries Synth Xtreme,  

Dance Xpanded and Hypnotic Stepz

MOTIF XF „Live Player“

Sound Library for live musicians and producers, 

about 384 MB of Samples, 384 Voices,  

128 Performances

Bundle of the sound libraries Stage & Studio, 

Organ Session and Phat Analog

MOTIF XF „Atmospherics“

Pads, atmospheres, sound effects, about 384 MB  

of Samples, 384 Voices, 64 Performances

Bundle of the sound libraries Chill Xperience, 

Magical Pads and Mystic Spheres

These Voice Banks can be completely loaded into a 

Flash Memory Expansion Module. Single components 

(User Voice Banks e.g.) may also be loaded into the 

volatile SDRAM memory. This is handy for a quick 

audition of the material or if no Flash Memory Modu-

le is installed.

In addition to these packages the complete MOTIF XS 

Sound Library from EASY SOUNDS will be adapted 

for the MOTIF XF and be available in time for the 

delivery of the XF. Almost all the titles of the library 

can either be loaded into the SDRAM memory or the 

Flash Memory.

Here is an overview of all planned MOTIF XF sound-

sets:

„Stage & Studio“• 

„Dance Xpanded“• 

„Synth Xtreme“• 

„Hypnotic Stepz“• 

„Chill Xperience“• 

„Phat Analog“• 

„Magical Pads“• 

„Mystic Spheres“• 

„Vocoder Dreamz“• 

„Organ Session“• 

„Drum Performer“• 

„FM Xpanded - Vol. 1“• 
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MOTIF XS European Loyalty Program – Version 2
The „European Loyalty Program” offers MOTIF 

XS users free additional but nonetheless high-

class content.

It is mainly a premium Voice and Samplelibrary which 

is produced by EASY SOUNDS in collaboration with 

Yamaha Music Europe and contains the following:

The 3-layers Yamaha S700 stereo piano (32 MB • 

compressed) of the Yamaha S90 ES which is 

known as the ultimate piano sound from Yamaha 

synths. The Piano is featured in different varia-

tions (e.g. Brite, Dark, Ballad Stack)

„Sweet Voices“ from the Yamaha Tyros (Trumpet, • 

Trombone, Saxophone, Panflute...)

New Choir and Scatvoices• 

Best-of compilations of optional soundsets from • 

EASY SOUNDS 

(synths, pads & 

atmospheres,  

organs...)

Best-of compilati-• 

on of the Xpanded 

series from Yamaha 

Europe (converted 

from MOTIF ES)

A WAV pool contai-• 

ning 200 WAV files with 93 MB in total. These 

are drum loops, vocal and vocoder phrases, 

sound effects, and atmospheres

Furthermore the Loyalty Program contains a com-

prehensive MOTIF XS Quick Guide in PDF format. 

This Quick Guide is compiled of all XS articles and 

workshops from the MOTIF News Guide. 

To register for the Loyalty program simply write an  

e-mail with the keyword „MOTIF XS Loyalty  

Program“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

As soon as the registration process is complete the 

MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from EASY 

SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file 

can be downloaded. The size of the download file is 

221 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Packa-

ge“ can be delivered on an USB memory stick,  

which must be ordered for a reasonable price from  

www.easysounds.de in addition to the e-mail proce-

dure mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword 

„MOTIF XS Loyalty Program“ to your USB memory 

stick order.

Already registered MOTIF XS users can request an 

update by sending an e-mail to:

motifnews@easysounds.de
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MOTIF XS Soundset: “Oriental Instruments & Percussion”
MOTIF XS User can enjoy a free soundset: 

„Oriental Instruments & Percussion“ can be 

downloaded from Yamaha Music Europe in 

cooperation with EASY SOUNDS.

The soundset contains the following:

36 Performances• 

128 Voices• 

9 User Drum Voices• 

113 User Waveforms of oriental instruments• 

84 MB Samples• 

6 Turkish Authentic Micro Tunings• 

„Oriental Instruments“ has been produced by turkish 

musicians and is developed for the use in both  

traditional and modern turkish music.

Authentic samples of oriental musical instruments 

plus the most popular turkish Micro Tunings are the 

basic building blocks of this soundset.

The 128 Voices and 36 Performances are mostly built 

from the new User Waveforms and Samples. Some 

Voices are modified Preset Voices.

This free soundset can be requested by sending an  

e-mail containing the keyword „Oriental“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

The MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from 

EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where  

the file can be downloaded. The size of the download 

file is 66 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Alternatively the „European Loyalty Content Packa-

ge“ can be delivered on an USB memory stick,  

which must be ordered for a reasonable price from  

Nonetheless these special oriental instruments can be 

used in music styles like pop, world, chill out, ambient 

and whatever you can imagine.

www.easysounds.de in addition to the e-mail proce-

dure mentioned above. Remember to add the keyword 

„Oriental Instruments“ to your USB memory stick 

order.
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S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage
A free „Soundpackage“ with additional high-

class content is available for S90 XS / S70 XS 

users. 

This Soundpackage is produced by EASY SOUNDS 

under contract to Yamaha Music Europe and contains 

the following:

Pop & Dance

This Voice Bank features 128 professional User 

Voices compiled from popular EASY SOUNDS 

libraries for the MOTIF XS and the MOTIF ES 

Xpanded series from Yamaha Europe converted  

for the S90 XS / S70 XS.

The set “Poc & Dance” contains Voices from  

these EASY SOUNDS soundsets:

Chill Xperience• 

Dance Xpanded• 

Magical Pads• 

Mystic Spheres• 

Stage & Studio• 

Synth Xtreme• 

WAV-Pool

The WAV pool contains 200 WAV files with a total 

size of 93 MB. These are drum loops, vocoder 

phrases, sound effects, and atmos. 

MOTIF News Guides

All already published editions of the “MOTIF 

News Guide” are included in PDF format. 

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS 

Soundpackage“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 136 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Vocoder Dreamz

The S90 XS / S70 XS version of “Vocoder Dreamz” 

features 40 Vocoder Voices and a comprehensive 

manual on how to use them with the S90 XS  

Vocoder. The User Voice Bank is divided  

as follows:

1 – 16 Vocoder Voices (Vocoder +  • 

Pad/Atmo/Synth)

17 – 36 Vocoder Voices (Basic Type)• 

37 – 40 Vocoder Voices (LFO-Type)• 

Alternatively the Soundpackage can be delivered on 

an USB memory stick, which must be ordered for a 

reasonable price from www.easysounds.de in addition 

to the e-mail procedure mentioned above. Remember 

to add the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage“ 

to your USB memory stick order.
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MOTIF-RACK XS: Sound & Infopackage
MOTIF-RACK XS users can obtain the free 

„Sound & Infopackage“ that‘s produced by 

EASY SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha  

Music Europe.

The software package contains the following:

Soundset „POP & DANCE“ with  • 

128 professional Voices

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „MOTIF-RACK XS 

Sound & Infopackage“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

WAV-Pool with 200 loops and audio-phrases• 

Demo song • 

PDF file of a comprehensive guide plus  • 

tips & tricks  

loaded. The size of the download file is 125 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Users of the MO6 / MO8, S90 ES, and MOTIF-

RACK ES can obtain a free Sound & Infopack-

age that‘s produced by EASY SOUNDS under 

contract to Yamaha Music Europe.

This includes the soundset “Pop Xpanded” with 

192 profesional live- and arpeggio-sounds. For details 

on this soundset see the box to the right.

Furthermore a comprehensive documentation of the 

soundset, Quick Guides, demo-sounds, and other  

useful files are included.

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending 

an e-mail containing the keyword „Pop Xpanded“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 13 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

MO6 / MO8 / S90 ES / MOTIF-RACK ES 

Voice-Library „Pop Xpanded“

This library contains 192 User Voices compiled from 

the MOTIF ES libraries “Arp Xpanded” and  

“Live Xpanded”.

User Voice Bank 1 is identical to “Arp Xpanded” and 

features 128 Voice based on 106 new User Arpeggio 

Phrases. (In the MOTIF-RACK ES version the  

Arpeggiator is deactivated, since the RACK has no 

User Arpeggios.)

Voices 1 – 64 of the User Voice Bank 2 are identical 

to the 64 „Live-Voices“ of „Live Xpanded“. These are 

keyboard and synth sounds which are specially pro-

grammed for pop, rock, dance, and live entertainment.

The Voices 65 – 128 of the User Voice Bank 2 are 

compiled by the best synthesizer sounds of the factory 

preset sounds from the MOTIF ES and MOTIF-

RACK ES. 

MO6/8, S90 ES, MOTIF-RACK ES: Free Soundlibrary
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MM6 / MM8: Software package „Live & Studio“
Users of the MM6 and MM8 can obtain the 

free software package „Live & Studio“ that‘s 

produced by EASY SOUNDS under contract to 

Yamaha Music Europe. 

and Controller events which set the effects and sounds 

of the MM6 / MM8 to be controlled in “PC-Mode” 

with 16 MIDI channels (multimode).

The software package contains the following:

MM6 / MM8 Live Peformance Bank • 

Song-Templates • 

Demo-Song with audio and MIDI tracks for • 

Cubase, Logic, Standard MIDI File)

WAV loop pool for Cubase + Logic (drums, • 

synths, vocals, effects, atmos) 

MM6 / MM8 Quick Guide• 

The 64 Performances for the MM6 are more suitable 

for live music than the more pattern orientated factory 

Performances.

The Song templates contain setup data in formats for 

Cubase, Logic, and standard MIDI file (SMF). They 

feature SysEx events, Bank Select, Program Change, 

The demo songs combine MIDI and audio tracks. 

The MIDI tracks control the MM6 / MM8. The audio 

tracks are used to play back samples from the included 

“WAV pool”.

The free software package can be requested by sen-

ding an e-mail containing the keyword „MM6 / MM8 

Live & Studio“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 131 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 
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TENORI-ON: European Voice & Samplebank
Yamaha Music Europe and EASY SOUNDS provi-

de their free soundlibrary “European Voice & 

Samplebank” to all Tenori-On users. 

The downloadable file (48 MB) contains the  

following:

18 Tenori-On User Voices (Samplings)• 

4 Tenori-On Demos (AllBlock-Files)• 

268 Samples in WAV-Format (19 MB)• 

Comprehensive PDF documentation• 

The User Voices feature multiple drum kits, sound 

effects, vocal / vocoder kits, and synth sounds. Here‘s 

an overview of the User Voices:

BA_MiniSquare.tnw FX_Atmo.tnw 

BA_Xbass.tnw  FX_Long.tnw 

CO_CombKit1.tnw FX_Short.tnw 

CO_CombKit2.tnw SQ_DarkUni.tnw 

DR_AnalogKit1.tnw SQ_Xsynth.tnw 

DR_AnalogKit2.tnw VO_VocalsFemale.tnw 

DR_BreakKit.tnw  VO_VocalsMale.tnw 

DR_XdrumAdd.tnw VO_VocoderFemale.tnw 

DR_XdrumBasic.tnw VO_VocoderMale.tnw

The samples used in the Voices are also provided as 

WAV files. Hence you can use the downloadable 

Tenori-On User Voice Manager to individually  

re-map the drum and FX kits. This way you can  

    modify the supplied kits or  

    combine new ones from  

     the scratch. 

The User Voices “CO_CombKit1” and  

“CO_CombKit2” demonstrate how the sounds can be 

combined in a creative way. They use samples from 

different sample directories. Combining sounds really 

widens the sound variety enormously. 

So if you want to set up your own kits from the WAV 

files you first should audition the samples using a file 

player, sampler, or audio sequencer. Then simply drag 

and drop the samples you want to use into the Voice 

Manager software. 

This free sound library can be requested by sending an 

e-mail containing the keyword„Tenori-On European 

Voice & Samplebank“ to:

motifnews@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with 

a password and a link where the file can be down-

loaded. The size of the download file is 49 MB.

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide.
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DTX-MULTI 12 „Oriental Percussion“

The new DTX Electronic Percussion Pad MUL-

TI-12 uses many of the high-end features and 

sounds from the DTX and MOTIF series and 

provides an optimum tool for live drumming, 

productions or rehearsals. 

With over 1,200 high-class sounds - including newly-

developed drum, percussion and keyboard sounds 

- the DTX-12 MULTI enriches any musical situation. 

Up to 200 User Sets can be programmed and added 

with effects to get ready for every conceivable musical 

style with the best sounds around. In addition, the 

large 64MB Flash-ROM Wave-Memory can be filled 

with additional samples which then can be assigned to 

the Pads.

Now the brand new soundset „Oriental Percussion“ 

for the DTX-MULTI 12 is available for registered 

users. It is provided by EASY SOUNDS on behalf of 

Yamaha Music Europe - free of charge.

The download package includes the following:

50 Patterns• 

24 Kits• 

132 User Waves (18 MB Samples)• 

The soundset has been designed primarily for traditio-

nal and modern Turkish music.

It‘s based on authentic samples of oriental percussion 

instruments.

The oriental instruments are however well suited for 

use in other music styles such as Pop, World, Chill 

Out, Ambient, etc.

„Oriental Percussion“ was programmed by the Turkish 

musician and producer Mert Topel.

Since 1990 Mert Topel is working as a musician with 

nationally and internationally known pop and rock 

stars such as Tarkan (1993-2008) and many others. 

Mert recorded several albums as a producer of jazz, 

fusion, rock bands, and singers like Kirac, Mor ve 

Otesi, Gülden Goksen, Grizu etc. He also has his own 
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Mert Topel

jazz-rock band „Fenomen“, which published its first 

album in 2006 - with very good response from jazz 

lovers. Right now his band is working on a second 

album. Another project is a collaboration with Alper 

Maral in the production of an electro-acoustic-oriented 

album called „The Voltage Control Project“, which 

appears in 2010.

The DTX-12 MULTI Patterns produced by Mert Topel 

should inspire the musician in the first place and serve 

as basis for his own music productions.

This free soundset can be requested by sending an  

e-mail containing the keyword „DTX-M12 Oriental“ 

to: 

motifnews@easysounds.de

The user will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS 

with a password and a link where the file can be 

downloaded. The size of the download file is 24 MB. 

In addition you are automatically registered for the 

free monthly Music Production Guide. 

Alternatively the Soundpackage can be delivered on 

an USB memory stick, which must be ordered for a 

reasonable price from www.easysounds.de in addition 

to the e-mail procedure mentioned above. Remember 

to add the keyword „DTX-M12 Oriental“ to your USB 

memory stick order.
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Free Tutorial DVD for MOTIF XS users
The free tutorial DVD “The World of MOTIF XS” (English language) is available 

for all registered european MOTIF XS users.

The DVD procures comprehensive instructions on how to use a MOTIF XS in a 

music production environment. The running time of over 3 hours covers deep  

insights in topics like interactive Arpeggios, live performances, sampling,  

recording sessions, Cubase AI and much more.

To request this DVD simply write an e-mail to:

musicproduction@yamaha.de

Please give your name, address, serial number of your MOTIF XS, and the  

keyword “The World of MOTIF XS” - even if you already are a registered  

MOTIF XS user. 

The request of this DVD can be combined with the request of any other “goodie” for MOTIF XS users, like the  

“European Loyalty Program”. Important note: This DVD can not be shipped outside Europe!

Cubase AI tutorial videos for registered users
Thanks to the cooperation between Yamaha and 

Steinberg most of the recent instruments and mixing 

desks from the Yamaha Music Production range 

have the DAW software Cubase AI included – for 

those who do not own a DAW software yet this is 

one good reason more to buy from Yamaha. Even 

more Cubase AI is a music production tool with 

functions which were exclusive for high-end studios 

not very long time ago.

Even better: European customers buying a Yamaha 

Music Production instrument with included Cubase 

AI software are qualified to request a free English language tutorial CD from ASK Video containing 23 videos on how 

to use Cubase AI4.

The CD is English language only and only available as long stocks last. So better be quick – request your CD by  

sending an e-mail containing the serial number of your Yamaha instrument and your name and address to:

musicproduction@yamaha.de

MOTIF XS users can order this CD in combination with the tutorial DVD “The World of MOTIF XS”. 

Important note: This CD-ROM can not be shipped outside Europe!
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Easy Sounds for recent Yamaha synthesizers

„Stage & Studio“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, 
MO

128 Voices. The ultimate top-40 and live set! • 
The version for MOTIF XS contains 40 additional  • 

Performances (split and layer sounds) perfect for stage

This universal collection features the most important 
standard instrument and synthesizer sounds for live gigging 
and entertainment. Outstanding performance and power. 
Test-driven by musicians.

„Dance Xpanded“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices, 64 WAV drum loops, 100 MIDI loops • 
64 MB samples + 100 User Arpeggios (MOTIF ES) • 

„Dance Xpanded” is the ultimate set for Dance, Trance, 
Electronic, Chill Out, and Pop. The 128 Voices include 
atmospheres, pads, leads, synth basses, chord synths, gated 
pads, and arpsounds. Top analogue sound and excellent new 
synth Waveforms!

„Hypnotic Stepz“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 ES, MO
128 Voices + 120 MB Waveforms (MOTIF XS/ES),  • 

163 drum loops + step sequencer emulation  
(Cubase/Logic)

This is the set for those MOTIF users having a faible for 
step sequencers and analogue synth sounds. Here you‘ll hear 
outstanding combinations of synth sounds, drum sounds, 
and drum grooves.

„Chill Xperience“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 6 demo songs (all versions)• 
24 Performances, 92 drum loops (MOTIF XS)• 

Soundset for Chill Out, Lounge, Ambient, New Age,  
Electronic, and related genres. These sounds offer a high 
degree of musical inspiration. Soft sound spheres, pleasant 
pads, spacy leads, chilling effects, remakes of traditional 
sounds...

Synth Universe – Vol. 1 = „Magical Pads“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, 
MO

128 Voices, 64 MB synth Waveforms (MOTIF XS / ES)• 

„Magical Pads” features warm, analogue pad sounds with 
huge atmosphere. Refined with sweeps, swells, synth bras-
ses, atmo sounds, and musical effect sounds.

Synth Universe – Vol. 2 = „Mystic Spheres“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 60 MB synth Waveforms (MOTIF XS/ES)• 

„Mystic Sphere” is perfect for Ambient and Electronic.  
It contains atmospheres, pads, sound effects, spacy  
synth leads, trance sounds, vocal pads, and analogue  
vintage sounds.

„Synth Xtreme“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 124 MB synth Waveforms  • 

(MOTIF XS/ES)

The Voice Bank “Synth Xtreme” features a vast range of 
fat, analogue synth sounds in a high-class quality. They 
work perfect for Trance, Electronic, Techno, and many other 
genres of trendy pop music.

The combinations of synth sounds with drum and bass loops 
make an excellent basis for your own songs. Several demo 
tracks (each provided in many different formats) make your 
first steps easy as cake.

„Vocoder Dreamz“ 

for MOTIF XS
128 Voices + 64 Performances + 96 MB samples• 

„Vocoder Dreamz” combines vocoder Voices, vocal phrase 
kits, and drum loop kits. The Performances have some synth 
Voice Presets added. The vocal phrases and drum loops are 
controlled by User Arpeggios.  
Its speciality are the vocoder choirs.

„Organ Session“

for MOTIF XS/ES, MOTIF-RACK XS/ES, S90 XS/ES, MO
128 Voices + 120 MB samples (MOTIF XS/ES)• 

This set is an impressive emulation of the legendary  
Hammond B3. Smacky organ sounds with concise key  
click and controllable percussion. Rocky and jazzy  
Hammond sounds...

„Drum Performer“

for MOTIF XS und MOTIF ES
40 drum kits, 400 drum samples (200 MB), Arpeggios...• 

Comprehensive soundset featuring „real drums“ recorded in 
several complex sampling sessions. These drums sound dry, 
fat, and punchy. Impressive live drum sound.

Pricing:

Each soundset (download / CD-ROM) = 35,- EUR

These soundsets are exclusively available from:

EASY SOUNDS – Peter Krischker

Am Langberg 97 A

D-21033 Hamburg

Telephone: +49 40 - 738 62 23

e-mail: vertrieb@easysounds.de

Website: http://www.easysounds.de
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Imprint & further links

Important websites for MOTIF users

Official international Yamaha website for  

synthe sizers including a comprehensive  

download section 

http://www.yamahasynth.com/

Official website of Yamaha Music  

Europe GmbH 

http://www.yamaha-europe.com

American MOTIF support website including  

message board + KEYFAX webshop + „XSpand 

Your World“ downloads 

http://www.motifator.com/

EASY SOUNDS website + webshop sounds and 

USB sticks for Yamaha synths 

http://www.easysounds.de

John Melas MOTIF Site 

Editor softwares for the MOTIF series 

http://www.jmelas.gr/motif/

Music Production Guide History

You can download all already published english 

editions as one single ZIP file using this link to the 

EASY SOUNDS website: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/NewsGuides_E.zip 

 

A full overview of the topics of all already  

published editions can be downloaded here: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/History.zip

Furthermore you can download a free MOTIF XS 

Quick Guide that is made of all single articles  

and workshops ever been published in the  

MOTIF News Guide:  

http://www.easysounds.eu/MotifXSGuide.zip

Yamaha Music Production Guide

The official News Guide about the Yamaha Music 

Production product series and Computer Music  

Instruments

Published by

EASY SOUNDS 

Peter Krischker 

Am Langberg 97 A 

D-21033 Hamburg 

Telephone: +49 40 - 738 62 23

in cooperation with

Yamaha Music Europe GmbH 

Siemensstraße 43 

D-25462 Rellingen 

Telephone: +49 41 01 - 30 30

e-mail: motifnews@easysounds.de

The free Music Production Guide is published month-

ly and contains news, tips & tricks, software offers, 

and interviews on and around Yamaha synthesizers 

of the MOTIF series, S series, MO series, MM series, 

Tenori-On, and articles about recording, software, and 

Computer Music Instruments.

You can subscribe or unsubscribe to the free Music 

Production Guide by sending an informal e-mail to:  

motifnews@easysounds.de


