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Playing to sell-out arenas and global 

audiences, professional drummer Cherisse 

Osei celebrates 11 years of international 

touring. Working with industry legends 

and innovative, upcoming artists including 

Mika, Bryan Ferry and Paloma Faith, she 

has played the world’s best music festivals 

and featured on major American, UK and 

European TV shows. Her visual flamboyance 

and rock solid technique make her one of 

the most sought after drummers in the UK. 

Since she is doing product presentations 

on shows like the Musikmesse Frankfurt 

for Yamaha DTX drums, it's time for an 

interview. 

artist interview

cherisse osei

With the amount of playing that you do, do you still 

practice? And if so, what are you working on?

Yes, I practice as regularly as I can, as when you’re touring 

you don’t get much practice time. I have a drum teacher 

- Mike Dolbear - and so I have a practice schedule. I do 

20 minutes warm up for hands and feet and then I’ll 

work on something he has given me. And then playing to 

records – if I have some songs to learn or work to do I’ll 

get on with that. A good thing to do, which I do a lot, is to 

record myself because it is the biggest eye opener. There’s 

nowhere to hide and all your imperfections come out…

and your strengths too!

What was the set up you used for Bryan Ferry and 

Paloma Faith?
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With Bryan Ferry to begin with there were no electronics. 

It was just snare, 12” tom and 16”tom, ride, 2 crashes and  

hi hats. Then later on he wanted to add something different 

as some of his new material has some electronic loops 

and stuff so I added a Yamaha DTX Multi 12. This was a 

fantastic addition to my set up as it has a great selection 

of high quality sounds with control over pitch, volume and 

many other parameters of each sample. It was great being 

able to load my own samples into the Multi 12 quickly and 

easily via USB. One of the best features is that you can 

play it with sticks, your hands or your fingers, and get a 

realistic response every time!   

With Paloma Faith it was a different set up. More toms – 

10”, 12” ,16” and again I used a Yamaha DTX Multi 12 

and had 5 external Triggers going into it including a kick 

drum pad. Its multiple inputs for Triggers, Pads and pedals 

add to the incredible versatility of this unit. I downloaded 

the MULTI12 app to my iPad, and immediately was able 

to control and modify my kits and sounds effortlessly. This 

is a well-designed, easy to program unit that sounds and 

plays great. - I now wouldn’t go anywhere without it! 

What are your must haves for tour?

I have a gig bag I take with me. I bring sticks, a practice 

pad – I have one that I can strap to my knee and it’s 

amazing. My stick control book – every drummer has this 

book! As a girl, I’ve got to take make up with me, make 

up bag, hair straighteners and stage clothes. I also carry 

super glue with me – its fantastic for blisters and actually 

Micropore tape works really well too. I also bring ice packs 

so that after a gig if any of my muscles are feeling sore, 

I place an ice pack on the muscle for 15/20 minutes and 

this stops me hurting yourself and from it getting any 

worse.

Do you get nervous on stage? And how do you deal 

with it?

Yes. I get nervous before every single performance, but 

I like to redefine the idea of nerves as excitement rather 

than being nervous. I feel this excitement whether it’s 

playing in a pub to 10 people or playing Glastonbury 

to 80 thousand. I get ‘nervous’ every single time and  

I love it! For me I use the feeling excitement and its energy 

and channel it into my performance. Before I go on stage  

I close my eyes and I visualise myself playing the first song 

of the set in the best way I ever want to play that song 

– with how I look, how I’m going to feel etc. I only do a 

minute or 30 seconds of this and then just go for it. I think 

the day I stop getting nervous is the day is the day I should 

start to worry!

What have you got planned for this year?

I’ve been playing shows with a new girl group called M.O 

and we played Glastonbury in June which was amazing. 

I’ve also been playing with Alesha Dixon who is a judge on 
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Britain’s Got Talent and will be involved in some exciting 

new projects later in the year. I’ve got a new website that 

will have all the info on my up-coming shows and projects 

so keep your eyes peeled! www.cherisseosei.com

What’s been the biggest challenge in your career so 

far?

I guess there have been a few different challenges. The 

first thing is obviously being a female. I’m not saying 

“poor me” but it is a challenge and it is something where 

I know if I walk in to a room full of musicians (even now!) 

- no matter how much you’ve done, you’ve got to prove 

yourself. People are initially sceptical, as when people 

think of drummers they don’t think of girls. I’m quite a 

small girl so when people see me they think “Really?!.. 

OK, go on, show me what you can do…!” So that’s a 

challenge you have to face daily. I use this as motivation 

to become better and work harder - And let my playing 

do the talking.

Another challenge is I’ve got a stutter and I’ve had to 

overcome that a lot. In being on tour, doing interviews 

and generally speaking! That’s been a real challenge for 

me. I’ve had it since I was about 13 and it’s quite difficult 

dealing with that on a daily basis.

What are the most memorable gigs you have played?

It’s really hard to chose as so many of the shows are 

memorable. With Mika, we played Parc de Princes in Paris 

to 60, 000 people – our own show! It was supposed to be 

Mika and Annie Lennox as a double headline and they just 

put the first day out as Mika and the tickets sold out within 

an hour! So when we played it was just mayhem! Looking 

out into the crowd and they were all Mika fans singing his 

songs and dancing. It was absolutely incredible!

Playing Glastonbury with Bryan Ferry was amazing! It’s 

Glastonbury!! Headlining the West Holts stage – It was 

really quite nerve wrecking but was so magical and 

exciting!

Also another high point was performing on top of a London 

bus at the Closing Ceremony of the Beijing Paralympics in 

2008 to a TV audience of 1.5 billion!!! 

If you could teach a drummer just one thing, what 

would it be?

I have to say – it’d have to be a few things…! Firstly, it 

would be timing. I always look at the drummers I love 

and think what do they have in common? All the good 

drummers have fantastic timing. You are the foundation of 

the band, the rest of the band are leaning on you. You are 

dictating to them the time so that’s one thing.

Also, having a good ‘feel’ and playing with your heart. 

Not to be cheesy but being honest and I guess, developing 

your own style is something that is important, because all 

the great drummers have their own style going on. They’ve 

all got their own ‘feel’. That’s something that I’m always 

working on in making the music feel good.

Something I’ve always learnt when I was about 13/14 is 

listening to what others are playing is essential and that’s 

when you’ll play what’s appropriate. Play for the music 

and for the song and really listen to what’s going on.

What are your goals for the future?

Developing my skills as a musician. Developing my own 

style and becoming more of the player that I actually want 

to be, and that is quite a tough thing – a lot of drummers 

go on a long journey just trying to discover where their 

playing strengths really lie and how to use them to be the 

type of drummer they want to be.

Also another goal is to teach and inspire more girls to pick 

up the sticks. There are an increasing number of up and 

coming female drummers and it’s becoming more widely 

accepted. I’d like to be part of that movement and be an 

inspiration to others.

Just to be a good human being is a goal in itself and to 

make good cup of tea!! :)
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Yamaha reface CP provides well-known 

keyboard sounds of the past decades in 

a compact format. Actually, you can not 

go wrong with this instrument. True to the 

motto "switch it on and play!" you will always 

find a convincing tone for pop, jazz, soul, 

and funk. However, there are still various 

tricks and ways to play to cleverly put the 

effects in scene. Supported by some short 

clips we'd like to introduce you to some of 

the creations.

The abbreviation "CP" traditionally stands for "Combo 

Piano" and can be found at Yamaha for many 

generations of keyboard instruments. With its tone 

generation using SCM (Spectral Component Modeling) 

and AWM2 (sampling) and the support of eight classic 

effects, Yamaha reface CP reproduces popular vintage 

keyboards. A total of six basic models are available 

via a rotary switch: "RdI" is a Fender Rhodes from the 

earlier 70s, while "RdII" simulates later modified Rhodes 

models. The classic Wurlitzer piano from the 60s can be 

found with "Wr", the Hohner Clavinet is marked "Clv". 

"Toy" features a toy piano, reminiscent of a glockenspiel.

exPloring sound:
reface cP
workshoP series for Yamaha reface users
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The famous semi acoustic grand piano from Yamaha, 

the "CP80 Grand Piano" is the crowning glory of the six 

instrument types.

The basic sounds are refined by eight vintage effects that 

are tuned to the keyboard Voices. For classic electric piano 

sounds, these effects are what makes e-pianos have soul. 

The "Drive" knob adds colour to the basic sound with 

distortions. Its spectrum ranges froom "slightly distorted" 

up to heavy distortion. When the knob is on the far left, 

the Drive effect is disabled. With the pair of "Tremolo / 

Wah" you put the basic sound in motion. For the Rhodes 

sounds the Tremolo works as stereo panning, the Wah is 

actually a low-pass Filter that responds to velocity. 

The effect pair "Chorus / Phaser" acts the same on all 

sound types. It allows you to enrich the sound and make 

it "spherical". The Delay is very much in demand for many 

categories of electronic pop music, on reface CP it is 

available in an analogue and a digital version. Finally, 

you get a classic Reverb, which you can add with the 

corresponding knob. Up to five of these effects can be 

combined in one sound of reface CP. That's a good thing, 

because effects are an essential part of many electric 

piano sounds.

As you probably already know, reface CP has no internal 

memory for Voices. So for storing and loading sound data 

please use the free app "reface Capture" which you can 

download from the AppStore for iPhone and iPad. Your 

iOS device is to be connected to the USB port of reface 

CP, for example, using the supplied cable and a "Lightning 

to USB Camera Adapter" from Apple (accessories, 

approximately 30 Euro). The operation of this practical 

app is self-explanatory. For this workshop we ourselves 

have captured some of our sounds for your with the 

"reface Capture" app. The sound data are shown as QR 

codes at the end of this text.

The app "reface Capture" is equipped with some presets from the 

category "vintage electric piano"

Before we start with the actual sound creation, we have 

two simple tips for you: During sound design please turn 

off the internal speakers. To do so hold the key D1 (the first 

D from the left) when you turn on the instrument. You can 

then enjoy the piano sounds through your studio monitors 

or other speakers. Given the 128 voices of polyphony you 

don't need to skip notes with reface CP. On the contrary, 

connect an optional sustain pedal (eg Yamaha FC5) and 

hold as many chord tones in the pedal as you like. Of 

course, this is even better achieved when you play reface 

CP with a large 88-key MIDI-keyboard.
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Such sounds are always welcome for fusion, nujazz, or 

rock.

Audio-Demo: Rhodes02

The basic model "RdI" of reface CP should be your 

first choice for somber, experimental, or mesmerizing 

Rhodes sounds that are popular in trip-hop and related 

psychedelic music and of course for chill out and lounge. 

You should use plenty of the analogue Delay and let it 

become a rhythmic effect by playing staccato chords.

Audio-Demo: Rhodes03

With "RdII" you should try to create transparent, bell-like 

electric piano sounds. The Fender Rhodes Mark II or a 

Rhodes modified with "Dyno-My-Piano" (which provided a 

new preamp for a clearer overall sound) were the models 

we are trying to emulate here. These instruments were, for 

example, heavily used in pop ballads of the earlier 1980s, 

before the classic electric piano was replaced by the very 

brilliant Rhodes sounds of the Yamaha DX7 in 1983.

On reface CP you refine the "RdII" with plenty of Chorus 

and Reverb, however, it is important to play the sound 

in a dynamic way: Let the sound shine through higher 

velocities. If possible, avoid the Tremolo / Wah and Delay 

sections, if you want to stay true to the soundstyle of a 80s 

pop ballad.

Audio-Demo: Rhodes04

Instead of Chorus you can also savor the floating Phaser 

effect. The reference song here is "Just the way you are" 

by Billy Joel.

Audio-Demo: Rhodes05

For retro pop and even more for country, you are well 

advised with the type "Wr". The dry and slightly wooden 

sound character of the Wurlitzer piano should be enriched 

with a pinch of fast Tremolo. A short discreet reverberation 

or spatial effect can be achieved with the analogue Delay 

and very low Time and Depth settings (turn the Time and 

Depth knobs to the left). Always let the Wurlitzer sound 

natural and direct, to many effects do harm.

Audio-Demo: Wurlitzer

Let it play: reface Capture inspires  

your sound design with MIDI phrases 

the classics with 

manY oPPortunities

We take them in order and give a few recommendations 

to each of the six piano types. You can make the best 

out of the model "RdI" by leaving out all effects except for 

the Tremolo. Turn the Depth knob completely to the right 

and the Rate knob of the Tremolo section to about three 

o'clock. The result is a purist Rhodes, which, for example, 

is perfect for songs such as Stevie Wonder's classic "You 

are the sunshine of my life".

Audio-Demo: Rhodes01

Now try the Drive knob. The distortions can be heard 

especially in accents, so play dynamically on the keyboard.
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Generally speaking in respect to the effects and the 

playing style the following rules apply: When using Rhodes 

and Wurlitzer for rhythmically concise phrases and short 

licks it's best to use modulation effects sparingly or to 

completely avoid them. For wide chord parts however you 

can use plenty of Tremolo, Chorus, and Phaser.

the sounds for  

sPecial cases

Let's talk about a special candidate, the "funk piano" 

modeled after the Hohner Clavinet. Set reface CP to the 

Type "Clv". Here you can stay "clean" and work without 

effects, which works great for monophonic motifs - such 

as in the soul classic "Supersticious" by Stevie Wonder. 

For rhythmic accompaniment chords you better add the 

Wah effect. The Depth control allows you to fine-tune 

the velocity-sensitive behavior of the Filter Frequency, the 

Filter Resonance is cntrolled using the Rate knob. You will 

soon find a suitable setting for your sound.

Audio-Demo: Clavinet

With "Toy" you get another sound which is not meant for 

every day. You can apply this toy piano, for example, 

in radio plays, children's, and film music. The original 

is equipped with steel bars that are struck with wooden 

blocks. Accordingly, the Toy piano sounds bright and 

metallic like a Glockenspiel. 

In the royal discipline "Grand Piano" Yamaha reface CP 

has an entry,too: The prestige object from the 80s Pop 

/ Rock, the semi-acoustic Yamaha grand piano CP70 / 

80 is re-modeled by the Type "CP". Especially in the bass 

range this instrument sounds way more percussive than 

most acoustic pianos or grand pianos, due to the shorter 

strings, and has its own unique charm, which sometimes 

is distinguished by subtle beats. You should work out these 

slight de-tunings with the Chorus.

Audio-Demo: CP

Listen to some pop songs from the late 70s and early 80s, 

which were recorded with the semi acoustic piano. One 

of the best known examples is "A groovy kind of love" by 

Phil Collins.

conclusion

So far for a few suggestions on how you get to know reface 

CP and play it effectively. Please listen to the corresponding 

sound samples. Try out your own variations. The keyboard 

comes up with some nice surprises, even when combined 

with the other reface models. In the next issue we will take 

a closer look on organ model reface YC. Until then, have 

fun playing the piano!

Matthias Sauer

www.app-sound.com

L INKS

Video: http://www.youtube.com/user/motifnews/videos
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Demo Rhodes 02

Demo Rhodes 03 Demo Rhodes 04

Demo Rhodes 01

sounds for reface cP 

As mentioned before the exchange of sounds is done with the reface Capture app by using a QR code - here the codes of 

four Rhodes variations are displayed. Install the reface Capture app on your iOS device and use it to scan the codes. Then 

simply transfer the sound to your reface CP - stir, ready!
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motif xf/xs and moxf: 
John melas waveform 
editor 2.0

MOTIF and MOXF users who manage 

their collection of Voices, Waveforms, and 

Arpeggios or edit Samples, do not come 

past the Waveform Editor by John Melas 

actually. This excellent piece of software has 

recently received a major update to version 

2.0 - we introduce you to the features of the 

new version. 

We already discussed the John Melas Waveform Editor 

in detail in the issues 11/2010 and 02/2013. So, you 

may want to re-read these articles to get a fundamental 

knowledge of the software.

You can find and download all older issues of the Music 

Production Guide on this website: 

http://www.easysounds.eu/mpghistory/history_en.htm

The Waveform Editor is divided into the three tabs 

"Waveforms", "Arpeggios", and "Voices".

waveform/samPle  

editor

In the tab "Waveforms" User Waveforms, Keybanks, and 

Samples can be loaded, imported and edited in detail.

Waveforms can be loaded from files in MOTIF XF, MOTIF 

XS, and MOXF format. It can also import Samples of 

various formats (WAV, AIFF, SoundFont SF2, Giga Studio, 

Akai ACP, MP3 ...). Waveforms can be rearranged, copied 

or deleted.

In the Waveform window the list of all existing 

Waveforms is displayed on the left side. On the right side 
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the Keybanks contained in the selected Waveform are 

listed.

A double-click on a Keybank opens the Sample 

Editor, where you can edit the Sample contained in  

that Keybank.

So in addition to the Voice and Waveform Librarians there 

is also an independent Arpeggio Librarian available. 

Simply great!

A tooltip using the "Dependencies" shows which Voices are 

using the Arpeggio.

In another window the Keybank parameters, such as  

Key Range, Velocity Range, Level, Pan, Root Note, Mode 

etc. can be set. 

With having several files opened you can exchange 

Waveforms of different libraries. 

voice- and arPeggio-

librarians

The tabs "Arpeggios" and "Voices" allow the managing 

of complete Voice libraries. Multiple files can be opened 

simultaneously. Voices including their Waveforms and 

Arpeggios contained therein can be copied between 

different files. 

It is thus possible to compile Voices of different sound 

sets in a simple and convenient way. Since Waveform 

duplicates are recognised, no unwanted duplications will 

occur.

Arpeggios can also be managed in a separate library, you 

can also load and store them as a User Arpeggio file. 
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the PlaYback function 

of version 2.0

The central new feature of Version 2.0 is the Waveform 

Playback function. Waveforms can be played with any 

external MIDI keyboard or with the virtual keyboard below 

the Keybank list!

Sample libraries can therefore be auditioned without 

having to load them into the MOTIF or MOXF first!

This is a feature that hardly anyone would have expected. 

A new feat of "Mr. Magic John Melas"!

To activate the Playback Function, you only need to make 

the corresponding Port Settings in the "Audio and MIDI 

Setup".

You only have to determine an Audio Output and a  

MIDI Input.

Even a simple tone control is possible with the built-in 

knobs and playing controls of the virtual keyboard using 

the following MIDI controllers:

•	Volume

•	Filter Cutoff

•	Filter Resonance

•	Attack

•	Release

•	Modulation Wheel

•	Pitch Bend

•	Sustain Pedal

In the Preferences you can set whether a Controller Reset 

is executed when changing Waveforms or not.

Normally, a Reset will be desirable. But there may also 

be situations where it is advantageous to obtain previous 

settings. This is especially true for the Volume setting. 

For instance, when the overall volume of the Waveform 

playback is too loud, the Volume can be reduced with the 

Volume knob, without having to do any adjustments on 

the audio device.

other 

imProvements 

in version 2.0

Additionally, the update offers even more new features:

•	Support of the WASAPI exclusive mode (Windows) and 

ASIO and WDM Kernel Streaming! These technologies 

improve the playback latency

•	Further options for the FadeIn / FadeOut / Crossfade 

curves. Now there are the curves "slow", "linear", and 

"fast" to choose from

•	Improvement of the audio quality

•	Keybank Transpose. Here, the Root Key and the 

Keyboard Range of the Samples are transposed 

together

conclusion

More than ever the Waveform Editor is an indispensable 

tool for MOTIF and MOXF users who want to manage 

Voices, Waveforms, and Arpeggios or edit Samples. The 

Playback Function has again improved the processing 

comfort  decisively.

Even after this substantial update the purchase price of the 

current version 2.0 was maintained at 60 EUR. As usual, 

registered users of the Waveform Editor will receive the 

update free of charge.

The Waveform Editor is available at

http://www.jmelas.gr

Peter Krischker
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We have reported on several occasions that 

the most popular MOTIF sound libraries of 

the US provider DCP Productions are also 

available from EASY SOUNDS. We already 

presented the soundsets "Vintage Keys", 

"Air", and "Studio Drums". New additions 

include the soundsets "Axxe" and "Pulse" 

- like the previously introduced products 

these two were also produced by DCP 

mastermind Dave Polich.

Both soundsets are suitable for the following Yamaha 

synthesizers:

•	MOTIF XF

•	MOTIF XS

•	MOTIF ES

•	MOXF

•	MOX

No User Waveforms and Samples are used. So there is no 

need for an optional Flash Board (MOTIF XF, MOXF) or 

DIMM sample memory (MOTIF XS / ES).

motif-soundsets 
„axxe“ and „Pulse“ 
bY dcP Productions

Yamaha.com 15
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e-guitar sound- 

librarY „axxe“

"Axxe" contains 128 User Voices, 124 Arpeggios, and 

16 Performances and focuses primarily on the "Electric 

Guitars" instrument category. The user should get the 

feeling to have dozens of different electric guitars, 

amplifiers, speaker cabinets, stompboxes and guitar 

effect racks at his disposal. A wide range of sounds is 

covered, from "Blazing Heavy Metal Stacks" to "Smoky 

Vintage Blues Tones" to guitars with rotary speakers, 

phaser, flanger, and vintage delay.

The first 64 Voices include strumming chords whose four 

notes can be played with just one finger. These Voices 

are based on the "VariStrum programming technique" 

developed by DCP Productions. The Assignable Knobs 

or MIDI controllers are used to control the speed of the 

strummings in real time to match the MIDI sequences or 

audio tracks. In many Voices the Chord Type can also be 

altered with the Assignable Knobs, Assignable Function 

Switches, or MIDI controllers.

AXXE also contains a large number of lead sounds - from 

brutally distorted over "warm vintage" to clean or with 

delay. A selection of rhythm guitars is available, too - 

enhanced with noises such as pick slides and amp noise. 

Furthermore, miked acoustic guitars, a pedal steel guitar, 

and various basses exist. 

bass soundset 

„Pulse“ d

The soundset "Pulse" is exclusively dedicated to bass 

sounds. The 128 Voices include the following types of bass 

sounds:

•	Analogue vintage synth basses (Minimoog, Roland  

TB-303, Prophet 5 and more)

•	FM basses (DX)

•	Modern electronic bass textures

•	Sequencer basses

•	Electric basses

•	Acoustic basses

•	Hammond organ and pipe organ pedal basses

•	Combo organ bass keys 

A variety of bass and low-end "drone" sounds are available, 

too, which are ideal for movie and TV soundtracks, 

ambient and chillout music.

The sound programming of this set uses the special 

features of the MOTIF series like Assignable Functions and 

the XA Synthesis system.

More information about the soundsets and an extensive 

selection of MP3 demos can be found here:

http://www.easysounds.de/

Peter Krischker
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John melas tools 
for mx49/mx61
Part 1 - total librarian & voice editor

In the last edition of the Music Production 

Guide the current promotion soundset 

"Live Instruments" for MX49 / MX61 was 

presented. To produce this soundset I've 

worked exclusively with the "John Melas 

Tools for MX Series". My experience from 

this work now flows in the two parts of this 

workshop. 

The aim is not to describe every conceivable feature of the 

software, but to describe the essential steps in the context 

of the work that is to do for the conversion, editing and 

reorganisation of soundsets. I also hope that I'm able to 

offer a few workarounds that might be of help for certain 

situations. 

the software

The "Complete Pack" for MX49 / MX61 contains the 

following components:

•	Total Librarian

•	Voice Editor

•	Drum Kit Editor

•	Performance Editor

These Editors are also available separately, for more 

information please visit the website of John Melas:  

http://www.jmelas.gr

The only Editor that I haven't used for the production of 

"Live Instruments" was the Drum Kit Editor. Therefore, it 

will be ignored in this workshop. But since it is basically 

a Voice Editor - one that specialises in Drum Voices -, the 

usage hardly differs.

Yamaha.com 17
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universal for  

all editors

There is a consistently intuitive operating concept for 

all John Melas Tools. A manual is rarely necessary. If 

you do need to look something up, you will quickly find 

a corresponding PDF file by clicking on the menu item 

"Help".

It's a very useful feature, that no complicated configuration 

settings are required to establish the connection to 

the hardware. "Auto Connect" (in the "Setup" menu) 

automatically searches for connected instruments. If a 

suitable partner for the currently active software is found, 

the message "Connected" appears in the bottom of the 

window. The only requirement is a functioning Yamaha 

USB-MIDI driver. 

total librarian - 

so much more than  

a librarian!

The main task of Total Librarian is certainly the 

management of large sound libraries. But in the first place 

you have build up a library. Not only because of that the 

secret star of the menu items is quite clear: File > "Import 

native File ..."! 

In this case the term "Import" is also expressed very 

modest, because in this process, an automatic conversion 

from file formats that were created by other instruments 

of the MOTIF series is done. The list of compatible import 

sources is comprehensive: 

•	 MOTIF XF: X3A, X3V

•	 MOXF: X6A, X6V

•	 MOTIF XS: X0A, X0V, X0E 

•	 MOTIF-RACK XS: X1E 

•	 S90 XS/S70 XS: X2A, X2V 

•	 MOX: X4A, X4V

•	 MX49/MX61: X5A 

No wishes remain unsatisfied here. The import function 

reads and converts Voices, Drum Kits, Performances, 

Mixings, and Master programs. The limits and features 

of the individual instrument types are to be considered, of 

course. If - as in the case of the MX49 / MX61- no Master 

and Mixing mode is present, the target for a conversion 

is simply missing. In the article "Live Instruments for 

MX49 / 61" I had already written about the fact that the 

Performance mode of the MX does not really correspond 

to that of the MOTIF series. 

So in the case of the MX only Voices and Drum Kits 

are imported and converted. For the import of "Live 

Instruments" I have used the All file of the MOX (.X4A), 

because this is the sample-free variant. 

The various memory limitations of instruments have also 

to be taken into account, and so you have to decide for a 

sound bank when you start the import. 

Of course, this way you can import all Voice Banks 

in succession. You only have to create new libraries 

in advance, otherwise the import is carried out in the 

currently open library and overwrites the existing data. 

After the import process, which by the way is very fast, it 

is recommended to store the lilbrary. The imported Voices 

are located in the User folder. Since the MX provides 

only 10 characters the Voice's names were automatically 

shortened. 
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So you might want to edit the names to make them unique. 

With a simple click on a Voice's name you can change it. 

Of course, the usual shortcuts for cut, copy, and paste are 

available, too. If Voices need to be re-sorted, simply drag 

and drop them as usual. 

If the data that is currently stored in the instrument was 

previously backed up, you can also transfer all Voices from 

the Total Librarian to the instrument in one go. Doing so 

you would be able to save any edited Voice to their original 

location in the instrument. Here, however, the version in 

the Total Librarian will not be automatically updated. At 

first glance, this might be somehow complex, but I'll come 

back to it later in detail and I hope the situation becomes 

clearer.

voice editor

The firmware of the MX49 / 61 only allows a limited 

editing of a Voice via the user interface of the instrument, 

although the parameters for the detailed editing of 

individual Elements is available. But these parameters can 

be accessed only with the help of a software.

I had the advantage of being able to carry out an A / 

B comparison between MX and MOXF with each Voice. 

Many Voices didn't need any adjustments. For others, 

partially considerable adjustments resulted. For example, 

some of the stereo Waveforms from the MOTIF series do 

not exist in the MX. This is immediately audible, but can 

often be compensated. For instance, the Voice "Fazer Pad" 

was such a candidate. 

Here I come back briefly to the synchronisation. For "Live 

Instruments" I first transferred all Voices to the MX61 after 

the name shortening. 

Once you have completed the organisational things in 

the Total Librarian, I strongly recommend to audition 

the Voices. The tone generation system of the Yamaha 

MX49 / 61, although based on the MOTIF XS series, is 

nevertheless reduced in detail. This concerns both the 

Waveforms, as well as the effects and other features. It 

follows that after the conversion not every Voice sounds 

just like in the instrument for which it was programmed. 

To audition a Voice, you can - with active USB connection 

to the instrument - directly send it from Total Librarian into 

the edit buffer of the MX. All it takes is a double click on the 

Voice name or pressing the ENTER key on the computer 

keyboard.

In all actions described so far, the memory of the MX 

remained untouched. It can still contain data of other 

soundsets, because none of the imported contents has yet 

been stored in the instrument. There are roughly two ways 

of working, between which you can choose. 

On the one hand you can continue to work solely on a 

software basis. That would mean that the Voice you want 

to edit using the Voice Editor is adjusted in the instrument's 

edit buffer, but not stored in the instrument (it's only stored 

within the Total Librarian). If you want to store the Voice in 

the instrument, a memory location would be overwritten 

in any case. 

The Voice Editor is a separate program that is not integrated 

in the Total Librarian. Now, if while auditioning the Voices 

in the Total Librarian a need for action is produced, the 

regular way would be to open the Voice Editor. However, 

this must not happen separately. John Melas has integrated 
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a very practical shortcut into his software. Use the key 

combination Ctrl & E (Win) or CMD & E (Mac) to start the 

Voice Editor directly from Total Librarian, transfer the data 

into the Editor and the edit buffer of the instrument - this is 

what I call a perfect integration and communication of the 

tools inbetween themselves. 

Back to the Voice: A look at the Elements in comparison 

between the MX and the MOXF immediately shows why 

the Voice sounds a little less well in the MX than in MOXF. 

Voice in its new version in the Library. Alternatively, you 

can of course also finish the processing of all Voices in the 

instrument first, and subsequently synchronise the library 

by dumping the Voices from the instrument to the library 

with the "Receive All" function. 

In this case I just copied the first Element to Element 3, 

inverted the Panorama value and slightly detuned both 

Elements. A little fine-tuning, and the Voice sounded like 

the original.

By transmiting the Voice from the Total Librarian to the Voice 

Editor, the information of its memory location is included. 

So the Voice can be updated instantly on its memory 

location in its adapted version via "Store". However, as 

already indicated above, the original version of the Voice 

in the Total Librarian is not automatically updated. But 

there is a shortcut for this, too. After changing back to the 

Total Librarian - the Voice is still selected - simply press 

CTRL & R (Win) or CMD & R (Mac) in order to integrate the 

to be continued…

That's it for today about the interplay between Total 

Librarian and Voice Editor for Yamaha MX49 / 61. In 

the second part I will take up the conversion of the 

Performances using the associated John Melas Editor. 

Your

Hans-Peter Henkel
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ag series comPact mixer
small and smart – easY mobile mixing

With the AG mixer series Yamaha has done 

it again: To accommodate a variety of things 

in a small space - with uncompromising 

quality. 

The two models of the AG series are compact, multi-

purpose mixing desks with an integrated, high-resolution 

USB audio interface. They offer either three (AG03) or six 

(AG06) inputs. On the output side there are two stereo 

outputs and two headphone jacks available on both 

models. 
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Other hIghLIghtS INcLude: For channel 1, +48V phantom power is available, to 

operate with condenser microphones or DI boxes. 

With the 1-Touch DSP a combination of Compressor 

and EQ can be added. On the AG03 this is possible 

for channel 1, on the AG06 for channels 1 and 2. The 

AG06 also offers an additional Amp Simulation for guitar 

signals. For channel 1 of the AG03 and channel 1 and 

2 of the AG06 a Reverb can be activated via the button 

[EFFECT]. You can switch the effect on and off with an 

(optional) footswitch - you see, the AG mixers are even 

suited for small live applications. Using a free application 

(Win / Mac) you also have access to extensive parameters 

for the entire effect section.

Channel 2/3 on AG03 is an input combination that 

represents a separate mono input for a guitar signal or 

a stereo input pair for a keyboard (for example). With the 

help of the software, the guitar input can be refined with 

the above mentioned Amp Simulation. The mono input of 

channel 3 can also operate a second microphone, but only 

via a phone jack cable. With the software, Compressor, 

EQ and Reverb are available for this channel, too. 

On the AG06 the inputs 1 and 2 are designed as combo 

jacks. Channel 1 can have phantom power, while channel 

2 provides a Hi-Z circuit for guitar signals. The channels 

3/4 and 5/6 are designed in stereo and provide relative 

flexibility with a gain switch. For the mic inputs the gain is 

adjusted by a corresponding control. 

Dedicated mini-jack connectors for a headset spare 

some adapters. The microphone input of the headset is 

automatically routed to channel 1, any microphone that 

might be connected to channel 1 is muted then. 

In addition both AG consoles offer an unregulated input 

for an auxiliary signal, to feed in an external audio source 

like an MP3 player. 

The individual monitor outputs can be muted with 

dedicated switches in a fast and simple way. 

•	D-PRE premium mic preamps

The AG compact series can be used in a variety of 

situations. From small live mixes to recording applications 

up to game- or podcasts - everything is possible. For each 

situation, the Yamaha engineers have provided very smart 

functions and routing options. 

Yamaha's "D-PRE" microphone preamps, which are the 

same that are used in the "big" consoles (for example, the 

TF series), offer a low-noise pre-amplification with low 

distortion tendency. They ensure - in connection with a 

resolution of up to 192 kHz - an excellent studio quality in 

conversion and recording. The connections are made with 

so-called combo connectors that allow to connect XLR or 

standard phone jacks. 

•	Cubase AI download included

•	AG DSP Controller app

•	Power supply via the USB bus

•	Class Compliant mode for iOS

•	Loopback function

•	1-Touch DSP

•	High-resolution recording and 

playback
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The picture above gives an overview of the features. 

ag03/06 as audio  

interface for mac & Pc 

First of all, you do not need a separate power supply when 

connecting the AG03 / 06 to a computer system. The 

necessary power supply is provided by the USB bus. If you 

want to use one of the AG mixers as an audio interface 

for Windows, it is required to install the Yamaha Steinberg 

USB Driver for Windows. If you, for example, call a MOXF 

your own and have already installed these drivers, there is 

of course no need for another installation. 

No driver installation is required for Mac OS. After 

connecting the AG03 / 06 you can use the console 

immediately for sound input and output. Required settings 

can be found in the Utilities under "Audio MIDI Setup". 

A little hint: If you connect the AG03 / 06 for the first time, it 

is possible that the base setting for the Sampling Rate is set 

to 192kHz. This can result in unexpected sonic results with 

different audio sources. However, after a single correction, 

the system permanently applies the setting you select. 

If the AG mixer is connected properly (and the drivers are 

installed on Windows), the interface can be selected for 

all applications that support audio input and / or output. 
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For a dry recording the Compressor and the effects 

should be disabled. The "To PC" slide switch provides 

three positions with the following functions: 

[drY ch 1-2]: 

The signal of the channels 1 and 

2 after the [GAIN] settings is sent 

directly to your computer. The 

transmitted signal is not affected 

by the settings of the level controls. The signals of channels 

1 and 2 (guitar, vocals, etc.) can be recorded separately 

on different tracks, as in an ordinary audio interface. 

[ INPut MIX ]:

The signals that are sent to the mixer are mixed down to 

a stereo signal - which is sent to the computer. The signal 

that the computer sends to the AG is not sent back to the 

computer. 

[ LOOPBAcK]:

The signals that are sent to the mixer and the signal from 

the computer are mixed to a stereo signal which is sent to 

the computer. 

The "loopback" function is mainly used for Webcasting, 

but be careful using it, to avoid unwanted feedback. 

The position "DRY CH 1-2" records on a dry signal, 

however, depending on the settings, the built-in effects 

are still active for the monitor busses. Thus, for example, 

you can provide effects for a vocal recording, for instance 

in the classic studio situation in which the singer gets a 

Reverb effect on his monitor signal to feel comfy. 

The adjustable signal flow from the computer back to the 

interface is very convenient. This really lets you work very 

professionally in the smallest space. 

ios class comPliancY

To connect the AG03 / 06 to an iOS device, a Camera 

Connection Kit and possibly an "Apple Lightning to 30-

pin adapter" is required. However, the direct connection 

is only possible if you are using a separate power supply. 

That is why there is a Mini-USB port available for the 

parallel connection of a USB-AC adapter.

Indirectly, you can also use a powered USB hub to connect 

the AG03 / 06 and your iPad. This ensures power and 

data connections. The AG mixers can be also equipped 

with a standard mobile phone battery block (5V DC), so 

even a session in the outside world is possible, like in a 

park or on top of a mountain.

Additional configurations are not required. Each app that 

supports audio input and / or output can immediately 

access the connections of the AG03 / 06. Typical 

examples are GarageBand, Yamaha Cloud Audio 

Recorder, Steinberg Cubase, and many more. Even the 

"To PC" slide switch behaves exactly the same as when 

working with a computer system. More information, 

also in regard to the compatibility with various iOS 

devices, can be found on the product page at Yamaha:  

ht tp://www.yamahaproaudio.com/europe/en_gb/

products/mixers/ag/index.jsp
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ag dsP controller

This platform-independent application works in two 

modes. The "EASY" mode contains only three virtual 

controls, which can set basic settings.

According to its symbolism the controller "CH 1 MIC 

TONE" has a control range from Music (more bass level) 

to Language (lower bass level). The control "AMP SIM" is 

used to select various stages of the Amp Simulation, while 

"EFFECT" controls the amount of Reverb.

Presets are available for all effects, which are particularly 

suitable as a basis for your own settings. 10 User Programs 

can store your own effect combinations and settings. 

There is a whole lot more in the "Expert" mode, things 

that you would otherwise expect from a professional 

mixer of a completely different price region. Here, the 

microphone channels each feature a Compressor and a 

fully parametric Equalizer with four Bands plus High-Pass 

Filters.

Channel 2 features the Amp Simulator in addition, which 

also provides various adjustable parameters. 

A Reverb (SPX Effect Processor) rounds off the effects 

section. Again, typical Reverb parameters are available, 

and each channel has its own Send Levels. 

If you are only in need of a few channels - for example, 

vocals and an acoustic instrument -, an AG03 / 06 with its 

software can definitely be used as professional live sound 

console. You may use a connected iPad for intermission 

music, playbacks or even to record your performance - it 

is up to you. Useful: All settings remain in the memory 

even after turning off the console - so you can re-start 

where you stopped previously.

conclusion

The mixing consoles of the AG series are extremely 

flexible and well suited for various applications. Compact 

dimensions, a robust construction with metal chassis, an 

optional adapter for microphone stands and an excellent 

price / performance ratio round out the successful concept.

Hans-Peter Henkel
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As of November 2015, Yamaha is giving 
the option of a confidence boosting extra 
36 months warranty on all newly purchased 
DTX400 series electronic drum kits.

Combining Yamaha’s more than 45 years of expertise 

in drums and technology as a legendary acoustic drums 

company, the DTX400 features dynamic acoustic drum 

and percussion sounds, plus modern rock drums and 

electronic tones. Drummers of all levels will enjoy the full 

size kit - from beginners to pros alike.

These market leading drum kits are an ideal place to 

start learning the fine art of drumming. The educational 

functions with features such as warm up, groove tools and 

drumming challenges will help you to become a really 

great drummer. The kits also make an ideal practice tool 

for the more experienced player.

Importantly DTX400 series is supported by a selection of 

iOS apps that enable you to edit, have lessons and play 

along to songs: DTX400 Touch, DTX400 Drum Lessons, 

and Song Beats.

Here is where you can register as a new owner of a  

DTX400 drum kit:

http://warrantyextension.yamaha-europe.com/

5 Years extended  
warrantY for Your 
dtx400 drum kit
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For many years now I am very happy to 

answer customer questions whenever I do a 

presentation, so I thought that I could turn 

it into a workshop for the Music Production 

Guide. I will discuss the topics that might be 

of interest to a lot of DTX users.

Feel free to send me your questions, maybe your question 

gets to be the basis for the next workshop.

Simply write an e-mail to:  

ralf.mersch@mtg-production.de

looP recording with 
Yamaha dtx-multi 12

Yamaha dtx drums 

Your questions - mY answers

Question: How can I record loops with the 

internal sequencer of the Multi-12?

That really is a good question, because the internal 

sequencer is a very extensive one and can be of good use 

for us drummers and percussionists. 

PreParation

First, you must of course be sure which sounds you want 

to use for your loop. You have the option to create your 

own User Kit, or, as I will do it in my example, to simply 
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copy a Preset Kit to the User Bank and work with that. So, 

to make the whole thing easy, I copy the Preset Kit "P001: 

PercsMaster" to the User Memory U001. 

Then hit the "PTN" button again to go back to the Pattern 

mode and your selected User Pattern.

the recording menu

Hold the "SHIFT" button and press the "PTN" button. Thus, 

the button "PTN" lights red and the recording menu is 

displayed. Here you can use the cursor buttons to select the 

various parameters and make all the necessary settings.

Press "KIT" - select P001 - press "STORE" - set U001 - press 

"ENTER" and confirm by pressing "ENTER" again

user Patterns (looP)

Then you have to select an empty User Pattern - or in other 

words: an empty loop. Press the button "PTN" and use the 

"+/-" buttons to browse through the Patterns. If the display 

shows "Empty Ptn", the currently selected Pattern is empty.

Hint: If you want to jump forward or backward while 

browsing through the Patterns, press the "-" button while 

holding the "+" button depressed, this way you make steps 

of 10.

Important: By browsing through the User Patterns the 

Drum Kit is also changed. So, as soon as you have found 

your empty Pattern, you have to press the "KIT" button 

again to re-select your Drum Kit.

Meas = 004: This sets the number of measures that you 

want to record. Since I would like to record two measures, 

I set the value to the 002.

Q = no: The "Q" stands for quantisation. This means 

that the M12 corrects my drumming. You can select 

different note values. I prefer 16th notes. The M12 then 

automatically corrects all my notes with poor timing into 

a 16th matrix.

-->: Here you can specify whether the M12 passes the 

two measures only once or repeats them ("Circle") until 

the recording is stopped. I set the parameter to "Circle", 

because then I can add notes to the recording again and 

again.

  =120:  This is the tempo of the metronome. You can 

adjust the tempo within the range of 30-300 bpm (beats 

per minute).

4/4: The time signature is also very important. Change 

the time signature to match the rhythm you want to record.
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the recording

After you have made all the settings, press the red "PTN" 

button. This starts a count-in of two bars to help you to get 

into the tempo.

Important: Use the cursor keys to toggle between the 

Category and the User numbers. Then adjust the value or 

Category with +/-.

After this assignment, you can start and stop your Pattern 

with a hit on Pad 03.

imPortant note

When you assign the Pattern to another Drum Kit with 

other sounds, the Pattern will be played with the sounds of 

that Drum Kit. The notes in a Pattern are linked to the Pads 

and not with particular sounds. So do not be surprised 

when you play your conga Pattern with a techno Kit. On 

the other hand, the result might also be very interesting.

conclusion

Dear Elmar, many thanks for your great question. I hope 

I was able to facilitate the work with Patterns or loops for 

you and many others.

If you are in possession of an iPad, you should definitely 

download the M12 Touch app. It is available free of 

charge from the AppStore and enormously simplifies the 

work with the M12.

See you next workshop… 

Your 

Ralf Mersch

Press "VOICE" - hit Pad number 03 - set Category 

to   U040 (or the number of your recorded Pattern) - press 

"STORE" - press "ENTER" twice

Anything you play thereafter, is recorded by the Yamaha 

DTX Multi-12 and corrected with the quantisation settings. 

Of course, everything is recorded with the dynamic you 

play, that means soft and loud beats are later reproduced 

with the recorded velocity. The display shows the measure 

you are currently in. If you like your loop, stop recording 

by pressing the "PTN" button again. Then the display 

shows "PadAssign = off". This function is not relevant for 

our purposes, therefore, press the "Enter" button to finish 

the recording.

the assignment

Press "KIT" to access your User Kit. Now you can assign 

the Pattern that you have just recorded to a Pad to start or 

stop it by hitting that Pad. I select a Pad I have not used 

in the recording. For example, Pad number 03 on the top 

right.
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On the last page of the Music Production 
Guide a link can be found to download a zip-
file containing all previous editions (in the Box 
„Music Production Guide History“).

In addition, we now offer all readers the opportunity to access 

all previous issues online. So the Guides archive is available 

from everywhere you‘ve got connection to the internet.

After entering the access data, simply click on the relevant 

issue in order to open it for reading.

The link to the German editions:

http://easysounds.macbay.de/MusicProductionGuides_DE 

The link to the English editions:

http://easysounds.macbay.de/MusicProductionGuides_EN

Login:

Name: musicpro

Password: guide

Music Production Guides –  
coMPlete archive online
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YaMaha-Goodie:  
MX49/MX61 
PerforMance Kit

With the „Performance Kit“ there is 
free additional, yet high-quality content 
available for MX49/MX61 users. It was 
produced by Yamaha Music Europe in 
cooperation with EASY SOUNDS.

The "Performance Kit" consists of the following  

components:

•	MX49/MX61 Performance Library

•	WAV pool with about 200 WAV files totaling 93 MB 

(drum loops, vocal and vocoder phrases, sound effects, 

and atmospheres)

•	MIDI loops & arpeggios

To register for this free goodie simply write an e-mail with the 

keyword „MX49/MX61 Performance Kit“ to:

mxgoodies@easysounds.de

As soon as the registration process is complete you will  

receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password 

and a link where the file can be downloaded.
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The free MOX „Sound & Groove Kit“ is available for all registered users of the MOX.

This soundset includes an „Electronic & Dance“ soundlibrary featuring 128 Voices - a selection of the best synth-sounds from 

the EASY SOUNDS soundlibraries for the MOTIF series.

In addition, the package includes a WAV loop pool with drums, synths, vocals, sound effects, and atmospheres for Cubase 

AI and other DAWs.

Registration for this goodie is done by writing an informal e-mail with the keyword „MOX“ to this e-mail address:

moxgoodies@easysounds.de

easY sounds soundsets for MoX

The popular MOTIF soundlibrary from EASY SOUNDS is also available in MOX format.

The following products are available:

MoX „sound & Groove Kit“

•	Yamaha MOX „Stage & Studio“ 

•	Yamaha MOX „Phat Analog“ 

•	Yamaha MOX „Organ Session“ 

•	Yamaha MOX „Hypnotic Stepz“ 

•	Yamaha MOX „Chill Xperience“ 

•	Yamaha MOX „Mystic Spheres“ 

•	Yamaha MOX „Dance Xpanded“

•	Yamaha MOX „Live Instruments“

•	Yamaha MOX „Nature of Chill“

•	Yamaha MOX „Dance Pro“

•	Yamaha MOX „Phat Analog II“

•	Yamaha MOX „Xtasyn“ 

•	Yamaha MOX „Synth Xtreme“ 

•	Yamaha MOX „Magical Pads“ 

Visit the EASY SOUNDS online shop:

www.easysounds.de
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YaMaha cP1 artist PerforMances

A free soundset in excellent quality is abvailable for every CP1 user.

A total of 64 Performances were programmed by renowned sound designers Johannes Waehneldt and Peter Jung on behalf 

of Yamaha Music Europe.

The soundset can be requested by sending an e-mail to 

cp1goodies@easysounds.de

containing the keyword „CP1 Artist“.

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS containing a link where 

the file can be downloaded.
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Motif Xf  
flash MeMorY  
content

Yamaha is working with third party software 

vendors to offer an extensive amount of 

free and optional Flash Memory content for 

registered MOTIF XF users.

The flash memory content package  

„Inspiration In A Flash“ make a perfect first stock for a 

sample-library of up to 2 GB for the non-volatile Flash  

Memory of the MOTIF XF. This content package  

contains three new User Voice Banks, 353 User Waveforms, 

458 MB of Samples and 12 User Drum Kits. It focusses on 

the sound categories piano, organ, brass & reeds, pads, 

synths, oriental instruments and drums.

These Voice Banks can be individually  

loaded into the volatile SDRAM of the  

MOTIF XF, if no Flash Memory Module is installed.

The „Symphonic Orchestra Library“ features 128 User 

Voices, 34 User Waveforms and 336 MB Samples 

(979 Keybanks). 

The orchestra library produced by Prof. Dr. Peter Jung 

(Duisburg-Essen, Germany) is based on recordings that 

were created over the past five years with the participation 

of two well-known Central European symphony orchestras. 

The recorded sounds are very lively and authentic. Some 

feature delicate impressions of „disturbances“ that are  

typical for strings, such as the sound of slightly hitting the 

instrument body with the bow. All recordings were digitally 

processed on PCs, collaborating with well-known sound 

designers.

In addition to the orchestra sounds the Voice bank also 

contains sounds of categories like Electric Organ, Pipe  

Organ, Acoustic Piano, and Electric Piano.

To be able to load the complete All-file a Flash Expansion 

Memory Module (512 MB or 1 GB) is required. Single 

Voices can also be loaded into the SDRAM memory of the 

MOTIF XF (volatile sample memory).

This free content for the MOTIF XF can be requested by  

sending an e-mail containing the keywords „MOTIF XF  

Inspiration & Symphonic“ to:

xfgoodies@easysounds.de

The MOTIF XF user will receive an e-mail from EASY 

SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can 

be downloaded.
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Motif Xs: 
euroPean loYaltY ProGraM and 
oriental soundset

The „European Loyalty Program” offers MOTIF XS users free additional but nonetheless high-
class content.

It is mainly a premium Voice and Sample library produced by EASY SOUNDS in collaboration with Yamaha Music Europe 

which contains the following:

•	The 3-layers Yamaha S700 stereo piano (32 MB compressed) 

•	„Sweet Voices“ and choir and scatvoices from the Yamaha Tyros

•	Best-of compilations of the optional soundsets from EASY SOUNDS 

•	A WAV pool containing 200 WAV files with 93 MB in total

The MOTIF XS soundset „Oriental Instruments & Percussion“ was produced by turkish musicians and contains the following:

•	36 Performances

•	128 Voices

•	9 User Drum Voices

•	113 User Waveforms / 84 MB Samples of oriental instruments

•	6 Turkish Authentic Micro Tunings

„Oriental Instruments“ is developed for the use in both traditional and modern turkish music and is based on authentic 

samples of oriental musical instruments. Nonetheless these special oriental instruments can be used in music styles like pop, 

world, chill out, ambient and whatever you can imagine.

To register for the loyalty program and the oriental soundset simply write an e-mail with the keyword  

„MOTIF XS Goodies“ to:

sxgoodies@easysounds.de

As soon as the registration process is complete, the MOTIF XS user will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a 

password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
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s90 Xs / s70 Xs:  
soundPacKaGe

A free „Soundpackage“ with additional high-class content is available for  
S90 XS / S70 XS users. 

This Soundpackage is produced by EASY SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha Music Europe and contains the following:

•	Soundset „Pop & Dance“ - 128 professional Voices from the EASY SOUNDS library 

•	Soundset „Vocoder Dreamz“ containing 40 Vocoder Voices

•	A WAV pool containing 200 WAV files with a total size of 93 MB 

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „S90 XS / S70 XS Soundpackage“ to:

s90xsgoodies@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.

Motif-racK Xs:  
sound & infoPacKaGe

MOTIF-RACK XS users can obtain the free „Sound & Infopackage“ that‘s produced by EASY 
SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha Music Europe.

The software package contains a Soundset (128 Voices), a WAV pool with 200 loops and audio phrases, a demo song, and 

a comprehensive guide plus tips & tricks.

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „MOTIF-RACK XS Sound & 

Infopackage“ to:

mrxgoodies@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
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Users of the MO6 / MO8, S90 ES, and MOTIF-RACK ES can obtain a free Sound & Infopackage 
that‘s produced by EASY SOUNDS under contract to Yamaha Music Europe.

This includes the soundset „Pop Xpanded“ with 192 profesional live- and arpeggio-Voices. Furthermore a comprehensive 

documentation and other useful tips & tricks are included. 

This free soundpackage can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „Pop Xpanded“ to:

popxpanded@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.

s90 es, Motif-racK es, Mo6/Mo8:  
sound & infoPacKaGe

tenori-on:  
euroPean voice & saMPlebanK

Yamaha Music Europe and EASY SOUNDS provide their free soundlibrary „European Voice & 
Samplebank“ to all Tenori-On users. 

The downloadable file (48 MB) contains the following:

•	18 Tenori-On User Voices (Samplings)

•	4 Tenori-On Demos (AllBlock-Files)

•	268 Samples in WAV-Format (19 MB)

•	Comprehensive PDF documentation

This free sound library can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „Tenori-On European“ to:

tenorion@easysounds.de

You will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
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Yamaha offers free content for DTX900K, DTX950K, and DTXTREMEIII.

There are five content packages available for download:

•	Extra Content 1 - Jazz Kit (4 Drum Kits)

•	Extra Content 2 - Rock Kit (13 Drum Kits)

•	Extra Content 3 - Electronic Kit (15 Drum Kits)

•	Extra Content 4 - Vintage Kit (6 Drum Kits)

•	Extra Content 5 - Oak Kit (6 Drum Kits)

Altogether there are 44 Drum Kits (containing 150 MB samples) available. For more information and the download links visit

http://de.yamaha.com/de/support/

Go to the Downloads / Driver and Software section and enter the name of your drum kit model.

Ocean Way Drums DTXPansIOn KIT 

These three Drum Kits have been produced by Yamaha‘s sound designer Dave Polich and are based on the sample library 

from Ocean Way (Sonic Reality).

The Drum Kits feature a very complex programming containing multiple velocity layers. You can download the file at:

http://www.dtxperience.com/dtxpansion.php 

free druM Kits  
for dtX900 & dtXtreMeii i
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Yamaha provides 25 high quality Drum Kits (75 MB) for the DTX-MULTI 12 for free download.  

It is the same content that has been available for some time now for DTX900K, DTX950K, and DTXTREMEIII.

Here‘s an overview of the available Kits, which are divided into two files: 

File 1 = Acoustic Kits 

•	Jazz Maple (5 variations)

•	Oak X Single (5 variations)

•	Vintage (5 variations)

•	Rock Single (5 variations) 

File 2 = Electronic Kits

•	ClasscDance 

•	Classic RX 

•	Drum’n’Bass 

•	HipHop90bpm 

•	House 128bpm

More information and download links can be found here:

http://download.yamaha.com 

First select your country and then enter DTX-MULTI12 into the search form.

free druM Kits  
for the dtX-Multi 12
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dtX-Multi 12 soundset:  
„oriental Percussion“

The DTX Electronic Percussion Pad MULTI-12 uses many of the high-end features and sounds 
from the DTX and MOTIF series and provides an optimum tool for live drumming, productions 
or rehearsals. 

With over 1,200 high-class sounds - including newly-developed drum, percussion and keyboard sounds - the DTX-12 MULTI 

enriches any musical situation. Up to 200 User Sets can be programmed and added with effects to get ready for every 

conceivable musical style with the best sounds around. In addition, the large 64MB Flash-ROM Wave-Memory can be filled 

with additional samples which then can be assigned to the Pads.

Now the soundset „Oriental Percussion“ for the DTX-MULTI 12 is available for registered users. It is provided by EASY 

SOUNDS on behalf of Yamaha Music Europe - free of charge.

The download package includes the following:

•	50 Patterns

•	24 Kits

•	132 User Waves (18 MB Samples)

The soundset has been designed primarily for traditional and modern Turkish music. It‘s based on authentic samples of 

oriental percussion instruments.

The oriental instruments are however well suited for use in other music styles such as Pop, World, Chill Out, Ambient, etc.

„Oriental Percussion“ was programmed by the Turkish musician and producer Mert Topel.

Since 1990 Mert Topel is working as a musician with nationally and internationally known pop and rock stars such as 

Tarkan (1993-2008) and many others. Mert recorded several albums as a producer of jazz, fusion, rock bands, and singers 

like Kirac, Mor ve Otesi, Gülden Goksen, Grizu etc. He also has his own jazz-rock band „Fenomen“, which published its 

first album in 2006 - with very good response from jazz lovers. Another project is a collaboration with Alper Maral in the 

production of an electro-acoustic-oriented album called „The Voltage Control Project“, which appeared in 2010.

The DTX-12 MULTI Patterns produced by Mert Topel should inspire the musician in the first place and serve as basis for his 

own music productions.

This free soundset can be requested by sending an e-mail containing the keyword „DTX-M12 Oriental“ to:

dtxmulti12@easysounds.de

The user will receive an e-mail from EASY SOUNDS with a password and a link where the file can be downloaded.
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Thanks to the cooperation between Yamaha and Steinberg most 

of the recent instruments and mixing desks from the Yamaha Music 

Production range have the DAW software Cubase AI included – 

for those who do not own a DAW software yet this is one good  

reason more to buy from Yamaha. Even more Cubase AI is a 

music production tool with functions which were exclusive for 

high-end studios not very long time ago.

Even better: European customers buying a Yamaha Music 

Production instrument with included Cubase AI software are  

qualified  to request a free English language tutorial CD from ASK 

Video containing 23 videos on how to use Cubase AI4.

The CD is English language only and only available as long stocks 

last. So better be quick – request your CD by sending an e-mail 

containing the serial number of your Yamaha instrument and your 

name and address to:

musicproduction@yamaha.de

Important note: This cD-rOm can not be shipped outside europe!

cubase ai tutorial videos  
for reGistered users
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oPtional soundsets for  Motif / 
MoXf / MoX / Mo and s series

" energy "
Sounds for electronic, modern pop, dance, dubstep, electro house, and related styles of music. With 
Energy important elements of the current electronic music are finally available for the MOTIF. Rapid 
arpeggios, wobbling synths, electric bass, and drum beats in variable tempos are essential features 
of this set

"naTure Of chIll"
Exquisite Voices and Performances for chill out, lounge, ambient, electronic, and related musical styles 
of popular music. In addition to broad, effective and atmospheric synthesizer sounds also remakes of 
traditional instrument sounds from the fields of piano, electric piano and guitar are offered

„l Ive InsTrumenTs“
Voice and sound collection with high-quality sounds of the categories piano, electric piano, clavinet, 
organ, Mellotron, strings, brass section, synth. Popular selection of instruments that are always 
required by keyboard players in bands. In addition, the sound library contains punchy drum sounds 
and arpeggio Performances that offer inspiration and ample opportunities for improvisation with 
accompaniment and idea material for productions

„Dance PrO“
Top-current, powerful, and assertive dance Voices, programmed by top international sound designers.  
A special feature are the audio / MIDI arrangements, where synth Voices and drum loops are combined. 
These arrangements can be used as a starting point for your own dance tracks

„evOlvIng sOunDscaPes“
Inspiring collection of atmospheric and dramatic Voices and Performances on the basis of a newly  
created sample library. High-quality FX, synth and drum samples, pads, and musical effects with 
 impressive atmosphere and motion-rich sound structures, spherical and spectacular sound effects for 
cinematic and ambient productions

„PhaT analOg I I “
Timeless Voice and sound collection with an emulation of popular sounds from Oberheim synthesizers 
(OBX, OB8, Matrix12 ...) and the Jupiter-8. The ultimate analog extension for the MOTIF! Polyphonic 
synth sounds like synthbrass, synthstrings, pads, and synthcomps are the main content. However, 
leadsynths for synthpop, sequencer, arpeggio, and FX sounds can also be found in this sound library

„XTasyn“
Up-to-date synth and drum sounds for dance, trance, pop, and electronic. Phat leads & synth comps, 
pads, FX. Special attack Waveforms for punchy sounds

„fm XPanDeD – vOl . 1: elecTrIc PIanO & cl avIneT“
Sample-based FM sounds with very high dynamic and authenticity, which are heavily based on classic 
DX7 sounds, but also offer new and innovative creations
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gener al InfOr m aTIOn

The above soundsets are available for the following devices:

•	MOTIF XF, MOXF, MOTIF XS, MOTIF-RACK XS, S90 XS / S70 XS, MOX, 

MOTIF ES, MOTIF- RACK ES, S90 ES, MO6, MO8. 

•	Some soundsets are not available in allen formats. 

The most recent soundsets are offered primarily for MOTIF XF, MOXF, and MOTIF XS.

Each soundset contains 128 Voices. Depending on the device, additional content such as Performances, Samples,  
User Arpeggios, and WAV Loops are included..

Further details can be found on  www.easysounds.de 

Price per soundset = 35,- EUR 

The soundsets are available from: 

EASY SOUNDS – Peter Krischker 

vertrieb@easysounds.de 

http://www.easysounds.de 

„PhaT analOg“
Synthleads, pads & more! Time less Voice and sample library with a Minimoog emulation (Leadsynths) 
and JP-8 sounds. The ultimate analogue extension!

„chIll XPer Ience“
Soundset for Chill Out, Lounge, Ambient, New Age, Electronic, and related genres. These sounds offer 
a high level of musical inspiration

„Drum PerfOr mer“
Lavishly produced ‘Real Drums’ for extremely realistic sound; dry, fat and punchy. Extreme range of 
sounds achieved by different recording techniques

„sTage & sTuDIO“
The ultimate top 40 and live set! Contains the most important standard instruments and synth sounds 
for live musicians. Outstanding performance and power

„Organ sessIOn“
This set is an impressive emulation of the legendary Hammond B3. Smacky organ sounds with concise 
key click and controllable percussion. Perfect for Rock, Pop and Jazz
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iMPrint &  
further linKs

iMPortant websites  

for Motif users

Official international Yamaha website for synthesizers 

including a comprehensive download section 

www.yamahasynth.com

Official website of Yamaha Music Europe GmbH  

www.yamaha-europe.com

American MOTIF support website including message 

board + KEYFAX webshop + „XSpand Your World“  

downloads  

www.motifator.com

EASY SOUNDS website + webshop sounds and  

USB sticks for Yamaha synths  

www.easysounds.de

John Melas MOTIF Site Editor softwares  

for the MOTIF series  

www.jmelas.gr/motif

Cool Webinars 

Support for Yamaha synthesizers and more  

www.cool-webinars.com

Music Production  

Guide historY

You can download all English editions already  

published as one single ZIP file using this link to the  

EASY SOUNDS website: 

www.easysounds.eu/NewsGuidesEN.zip

A total summary of all topics ever discussed in the Music 

Production Guide can be found here: 

www.easysounds.eu/mpghistory/history_en.htm

YaMaha Music Production Guide

The official News Guide about the Yamaha Music Production product series and Computer Music Instruments

Published by

EASY SOUNDS 

Peter Krischker 

Am Langberg 97 A 

D-21033 Hamburg 

Telefon: +49 40 - 738 62 23

In cooperation with

Yamaha Music Europe GmbH 

Siemensstraße 43 

D-25462 Rellingen 

Telefon: +49 41 01 - 30 30 

e-mail: motifnews@easysounds.de

The free Music Production Guide contains news, tips & tricks, software offers, and interviews on and around Yamaha 

synthesizers of the MOTIF series, S series, MO series, MM series, Tenori-On, and articles about recording, software, and 

Computer Music Instruments.

You can subscribe or unsubscribe to the free Music Production Guide by sending an informal e-mail to:

motifnews@easysounds.de
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